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PROCEEDINGS

CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Wewoud like to thank everyone for
coming heretoday. I'm Danid Webdter, Sandtor from
Didrict 12, and charmen of the Sanete Regpportionment
Committee. It ismy plessure to welcome you to this public
heating, one of many we will be hading throughout the
date thissummer and fal. Let mefird explan the
proosdure we will use throughout these public hearings

Thisis apublic hearing, the sole purpose of which is
to hear from the public on matters of redistricting. This
is not a committee medting. We will not be teking
legidative adtion in this or subsequent public hearings
Indeed, thisis the publics forum where we have the
opportunity, you have the opportunity to -- we have the
opportunity to recaive dtizen input about their dectord
digricts Itisnot timefor legidative debate. All
Represantatives and Senators will have numerous
opportunities in subsequent committee medtings and
committee heatings and floor debetes to address dl of the
members conoams and wishes

Today, however, isfor our condituents We mugt not
diminish their voice by taking up vauable time today in
debete

Fallowing my brief remarks counsd will givea
generd oveview of legd condderationsiin redidricting.
DIVISON OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 483-9675
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Staff will then provide some specific information about the
censusresultsin thisregion and the stete. The rest of
thetimeisreserved for you, the citizens.

Every ten years after completion of the updated
nationa census, the Condtitution requires that the FHorida
Legidature redraw the boundaries for the Horida House,
the Horida Senate and the Congressiond, Horidas
Congressond didricts.

The Legidature will take up thistask next
legidative sesson which begins January 22nd, 2002 and
will end March 22nd, 2002. The didtricts we draw will
first be used in the eectionsin November of 2002.
Redidtricting is a central element of our representative
democracy. We take thistask on with humility and due
regard of the importance and difficulty of the job.

We are committed that the process will be fair and
open and incdusive. These public hearings represent a
firgt crucid step inthis process. We gppreciate thet we
are doing thework of the people. We want to hear from you
and hdlp you participate in ameaningful way.

To encourage public participation, Senate President
John McKay and House Spegker Tom Feeney have scheduled a
least 22 public hearings throughout the gate. All members
of the legidative redigricting committee aswdl asloca
delegation members have been invited to these public
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 4889675
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1 hearings 1 decison-making of our State Legidature asit proceeds
2 The House and Senate have designed web Stes asatool 2 with thisimportant task.
3 for public input and will broadcast select hearings on 3 Asthe chairman hasindicated, every ten yearsthe
4 Horidds public televison sation. The web addresses for 4 task of redistricting and regpportionment falls on the
5 the House and Senate legidative redidricting are 5 Horida Legidature and it is required by both the Florida
6 avalable a theinformation table. A link dso will be 6 and United States Condtitutions. This year because of
7 available from Horida legidative web Ste. 7 Florida's population increase over the last ten years,
8 The redigtricting plan for the State House and State 8 Horidawill have two additional membersin the United
9 Senate will passin the form of ajoint resolution which 9 States Congress, atota of 25 seats.
10  will not be subject to the Governor's veto; however, it 10 The State Legidature, therefore, will need to creste
11 will bereviewed by the Florida Supreme Court. The plan 11 25 sgparate, contiguous digtricts that will cover the
12 for determining Congressiond digtricts will be - will not 12  entiredtate, one for each of those members of Congress.
13 bereviewed by the Supreme Court but will be subject to the 13 ThelLegidaurewill dso need, asthe Charman has
14  veto or gpprova of the Governor. 14 indicated, to divide the state into 40 Senate didricts and
15 | encourage everyoneto be -- to carefully review the 15 120 House of Representative digtricts. Although if they
16 2000 census. Itisthe essentid building block on which 16  choose the number of State Senate didtricts could be
17  Horidasredigricting plan will be built. The address 17  reduced to aslow as 30 and House didricts to aslow as 80
18  for the United States Census web Steis available & the 18  under the Condiitution.
19  information table. 19 The Horida Contitution aso requires that the State
20 Wewill hear -- we are here to listen and consider 20  House and Senate digtricts be consecutively numbered and of
21 yourvoice. We encourage each member of the public to 21 ether contiguous, overlgpping or identical territory.
22 tedify and help us craft your legiddive digricts. We 22 In Horidathe session, asthe Chairman hasindicated,
23 dsoencourage written submissonsin addition to public 23 begins January 22nd and endsin March 2002. If somehow the
24 teimony during the public hearing. 24 sesson ended without aredigtricting plan, the Governor is
25 Everyone wishing to spesk must fill out aspesker's 25  required by the Horida Condtitution to reconvene the
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675 DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675
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1 cad which are avalleble & the back teble, the table when 1 Legidaturein specid session, which sesson shall not
2 you camein, the sgn-up table. Thisisthe only way we 2 excead 30 consecutive days. If the gpecid sesson ends
3 will know who wishes to spesk and &ter hearing who 3 without the adoption of aredistricting plan, the Attorney
4 adudly sooke Wewarnt to heer from as mary people as 4 Generd may ask the Supreme Court to commence
5 possible therefore, we mugt limit comments to four minutes 5 deliberations, and within 60 days the court must file and
6 ech 6 order setting such plan.
7 On bendf of Senate President John McKay, House 7 During the plan -- during the sesson if plansare
8 Soesker Tom Feaney, and members of the Alorida Legidature, 8  adopted for regpportionment, those plans are reviewed by
9 I look forward to working with eech of you on this historic 9 the Horida Supreme Court and are not subject to
10  andimportant task. 10  gubernatorid veto or gpproval. The Congressond sests,
1 At thistime I'd like to recognize former Senator Jm 11 however, do go to the Governor and do not go to the Florida
12 Soatt who served during the previous regpportionment 12 Supreme Court for review and gpprovd.
13 process, and is the Senate lead counsel on regpportionment 13 If after the plan is adopted the Supreme Court finds
14 and redigricting. Senator Soott. 14 that the plan is not valid, then within five daysthe
15 SENATOR SCOTT: Thark you, Mr. Cheirmen, and members 15  Governor will reconvene the Legidature and the Legidature
16 Asindicated, I'm pedd counsd to the Horida Senate for 16  hasnomorethan 15 daysto adopt ajoint resolution on
17 redigtricting and regpportionment matters. I'm here with 17 reapportionment.
18 Migud DeGrandy, represented by George Meros today, counsd 18 In doing redigricting, we have some principles thet
19 for the House My job today isto give you, and espedidly 19  aestforthinthe Conditution. The Legidature -- and
20 the members of the public, an overview of the law regarding 20  thelawsaf the United States -- will be guided first of
21 redistricting and regpportionment. 21 dl by theprinciple of one person, onevote. And this
2 This presantation is by no meensintended to be 22 princdple deveoped from a series of landmark cases by the
23 comprehensive or acomplete review of dl theissuesonthe 23 United States Supreme Court inthe 1960s. The principle
24 topic, but is intended to give you an introduction of the 24  dandsfor the propostion that every person'svotein
Y:3) besic principles and congtraints that will guide the 25 Horida should count as much as everyone dsgs vote.
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1 The practicein severd dates back then was an urban 1 abridging the right to vote on account of race or color or
2 digtrict for the House, for example, might have 250,000 2 membership in alanguage minority group.
3 people and eect one member to the House, wheress, arurd 3 In condusion, thelegd rules regarding redigtricting
4 digtrict would have 75,000 people and eect one member. 4 are somewhat complicated and thisis a short presentation
5 The Supreme Court considered and concluded thet these 5 of these ddlicate legd issues, some of which have not been
6 differencesin population resulted in peopl€'s votes 6 fully decided by the courts.
7 counting morein aress, in therurd arees of amaller 7 Mr. Chairman, and members, |, together with my House
8 population and that thiswasillegd. 8 colleague, stand reedy to provide you with any assstance
9 These discrepancies of one person, one vote do not 9 in this hearing or throughout the process. Thank you.
10  requireexact or precise mathematical equaity, however. 10 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you, Senator Scoft. At this
11  For Congressond digtrictsthe courts have indtituted -- 11  timel'dliketo recognize John Guthrie, who iswith the
12 have had the drictest sandard. The rule of thumb, the 12 Senaeredigricting saff and he will share some important
13 populaion among ditricts for Congresswill be 13 daaon the 2000 census regarding not only our state but
14  subdantidly lessthan 1 percent. 14  dsothispaticular region. Mr. Guthrie.
15 In other words, if you take the total population, 15 MR. GUTHRIE: Thank you, Chairman Webger, members of
16  divideit by the number of digtricts, this result, asyou 16  thecommittee. In order to provide some perspective for
17 will seelater in the presentation, will give anided Sze 17 thepublic hearing this afternoon, as Senator Webster said,
18  for aCongressiond didtrict. And what comesout, 18 I would like to review some of the figures both locdly and
19  according to the courts, would have to be within 1 percent 19  datewide from the census.
20  of thisnumber, wel within. For legiddive disrictsthe 20 The key fact that we need to keep in mind when looking
21 courts have permitted a grester deviation and in some 21 & censusdatafor the state of Floridaisthat Horidais
22 circumstances have accepted up to 10 percent devigtion. 22 argidly growing sate. During the past ten years,
23 TheVoting Rights Act of 1964 and the Equa Protection 23 Horidahas grown by more than 3 million people to 16
24 Clauseof the United States Condtitution have become 24 million. That'sa percentage growth rate of 23.5 percent.
25  important dementsin any legidative ddliberation 25 Asareault of thislargerate of growth, Floridals
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1 regarding redidricting. Section 2 of the VVoting Rights 1 delegation in the United States House of Representatives
2 Act prohibits any practice or procedure, including certain 2 will increase by two membersto atotd of 25.
3 redigtricting practices, that impair the ability of a 3 The other key fact that we need to observe from the
4 minority community to elect candidates of choice on an 4 census over the past ten yearsisthat different areas have
5 equa basis with nonminority voters. 5 experienced different rates of growth. Some areas have
6 Floridais dso one of the states that contains 6 grown very rgpidly. For instance, Hagler County has grown
7 certain jurisdictions thet are subject to review under 7 a arate of dmost 74 percent; Sumter County &t arate of
8 Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act. Section 5 requires 8 69 percent; Collier County at arate of 65 percent; Wakulla
9 that the covered jurisdiction submit, prior to 9 County & arate of 61 percent; and Osceola County & a
10  implementation of any proposed changeto their practices or 10  rateof 60 percent. At the other end of the spectrum,
11 procedures affecting vating, thisindudes any changesin 11 Monroe County grew at aten, over the ten-year period at a
12 theredigricting, change of didtricts, for approvad by the 12 raeof only 2 percent; Pindlas and Putnam Counties grew
13 Attorney Generd of the United States or the federd 13  aarateof 8.2 percent; and Wakulla County -- or Gadsden
14  didrict court of the Didrict of Columbia. This process 14  County grew at arate of 9.7 percent. All other Horida
15  isknown aspreclearance. In Horidathe covered 15  countiesgrew at arate of 10 percent or gregter.
16  jurigdictionsindude Callier, Hardee, Hendry, Hillsborough 16 Let'slook a the numbersfor the locd area. In Pdm
17 and Monroe Counties. 17 Beach County, the population over the past ten years
18 The vast mgority of preclearance requests are made to 18  incressed by 31 percent to 1,131,184 people. Pam Beach
19  theAttorney Generd's Office. Theattorney -- 19  County isthethird largest of Horidas counties, exceeded
20  preclearanceisobtained if they do not, ether they 20  only by Dade, Miami-Dade and Broward Courties
21 gpproveit within 60 days or if they file no objection 21 And that 31 percent, of course, is substantidly
22 within 60 days then the plan can go forward. 22  fadter than the state rate, the average rate of growth in
23 In any case, the covered jurisdiction bears the burden 23 the date, which was 23.5 percent.
24 of demondrating that the proposed voting change does not 24 Martin County to our north increased at arate of 26
25  havethe purpose and will not have the effect of denying or 25  percenttoatota of 126,731 people, and Martin County
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1 ranks 29th among Horidas 67 counties. 1 What we seeisthat for Congressiona Didtrict 16 the
2 As Senator Scott was explaining, the origin of the 2 current population is 119,000 higher than whet the
3 census was for the purpose of providing for equa 3 population needs to be based on the 2000 census. So
4 representation. And based on the 2000 cenaus, 4 Congressiond Disgtrict 16 will need to lose 120,000 people,
5 Congressond, Senate and House didrictsin the state will 5 gpproximately, in order to cometo the equa population
6 be refashioned in order to provide for one person, one 6 target.
7 vote. Didrictsthat now have subgtantidly too many 7 On the converse, Congressiond Didrict 23 is
8 people will nead to shrink because they need less 8 currently underpopulaed by 20,529 people, which means that
9 territory, fewer people, in order to come to equa 9 didrict needsto grow in order to reech the didtrict
10  population. On the converse, districts that have 10  target. Andweseeasmilar pattern for Senate didtricts
11  subgantidly too few people will need to gain territory in 11  andfor Housedidrictsin the area
12 order to come up to the gppropriate population. 12 All of theinformation thet | have covered this
13 The average digtrict population for Congressond 13  dfternoonisontheweb. Asl mentioned, this over, under
14  didtricts based on the '90 census was 562,519 people. 14  information ison the handouts. | would encourage members
15  That'sgoing to increase by 14 percent to amost 640,000 15  andthe public to become familiar with dl of the census
16  people basad on the 2000 census. 16  demographics becausethat redly will be the sarting point
17 The average didtrict population for Senate and House 17 for redigtricting in 2001 and 2002.
18  didtrictsbased on the '90 census was 323,000 and 107,000 18 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you, Mr. Guthrie.
19  people, respectively. And that's going to increase a the 19 Ladies and gentlemen, as | sated ealier, we will be
20  samerae astherate of growth in the state, 23.5 percent, 20  using these speaker cardsto identify each person. And if
21 to0400,000 and 133,000 people, respectively. 21 youwill naticein the lower right-hand corner thereisa
22 This graphic shows the number of people per didrict 22 number and you will be cdled in ascending order by number.
23 inthe date of Horidawith the 1990 populaions shownin 23 Sowhoever isnext will have agood knowledge of when their
24 theaguacolor and the 2000 populaions shown in the blue 24 timeiscoming.
25  color. Andwhat we do seefrom this chart isthet the 25 If there is anyone who wishes to speek, you mugt fill
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1 proportionate increase in the number of congtituents per 1 out one of these. Remember that in order to let everyone
2 district for Senate and House districtsis going to 2 spesk, we haveto limit you to four minutes. And of course
3 increase a afagter rate than the number of congtituents 3 we wecome any written submissonsthat you would also wish
4 per district for Congressiond didtricts. 4 to present. If you have any handouts make sure that we
5 We have agraphic here that shows the changein 5 receive them. Y ou can lay them on the front there and we
6 population density during the past ten years. Aressthat 6 will enter them into the record.
7 areindicated in blue are areas where the populaion 7 Sowewill gart off with No. 1, if you are reedy.
8 dengty grew rgpidly. Aressinred are areas where the 8 Y ou are recognized.
9 populaion dendity actudly declined. And what we seefrom 9 MR. MERKL: Good afternoon, Senator, and members. My
10  thischartisthat both Plm Beach and Martin Counties had 10  nameisJack Merkl, I'm acitizen candidete for U.S.
11  subdantiad arees wherethe dendty grew at afairly high 11  Congressin Didrict 19. I'm il in the testing of the
12 rate 12 water dage My main purpose today isto give you some
13 The next map shows the same sort of information except 13  suggestionsto makethe playing field more even in Didtrict
14  indead of looking at dengty it looks at the growth rate 14 19 thedidrict | intend to runin, to make it more fair
15  asapercentage of what the population wasin 1990. And, 15  and more competitive. And redistricting of courseis one
16  agan, you seelage aress of Sgnificant populaion growth 16  key part of that campaign.
17 paticulaly in western PAm Beach County. 17 Now before getting into the specifics of Congressond
18 Now what do dl these changesin population have to 18  Didrict 19, it isussful to teke abroader view. And |
19 sy about theway that digrictswill be affected based on 19 have chosen to take alook a Horida, southern Florida
20  the2,000 census? On thetableswhere the, where people 20  from Lake Okeechobee south. Y ou probably have dready
21 checked in this afternoon, we have charts thet indicate the 21 studied the numbers extensively and have noticed that there
22 over- and undercount for Congressond didtricts, Senate 22 ae6.3million peoplein the nine Congressiond didtricts
23 digrictsand House didricts. And what | have hereisan 23 from Lake Okeechobee south dl the way to thetip of
24  examplethat showsfor the Martin and Pam Beach County 24 Horida
25  aeathe Congressond map. 25 Now by coincidence with Mr. Guthries numbersthet is
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1 exactly enough population to support ten Congressiona 1 eadt, which isahighly Democretic district now and hasto
2 digricts where there are today only nine digtricts. These 2 be continued to be a highly Democratic didtrict under the
3 arethe nine digtricts, the northern border represented by 3 Vating Rights Act.
4 Porter Goss on the west coast and Mark Foley on the east 4 The result will be about a 10 percentage point spreed
5 coast and the other seven dl south of that. 5 favoring -- dill favoring the Democrat incumbent, but will
6 Now to help you follow, | hope you can seethat, to 6 make for amore level playing field. Thank you very much.
7 help follow my suggestion for remap of the U.S. Congress 7 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 2.
8 for South Horidais, Point 1 isto make ten digtricts out 8 MS. BROWN: Good &ternoon. My nameis Jean Elliott
9 of the existing ninein the areafrom Lake Okeechobee south 9 Brown and | have lived in PAdm Beach Gardens for eight
10 toKey Wed. 10  years Andinthat timel have watched PAm Beach County
11 No. 2 isto keep the same generd layout of 11  explodewith growth. And | have seen how essy itisfor
12 Congressond digtricts. | know you are quite familiar 12 our representativesto in effect stop representing the
13  tha there are some strange-looking shapes. A lot of those 13 magority of the peoplein that district.
14  shepesareredly dictated by the Voting Rights Act of 14 Now palitica ams notwithstanding, the most important
15 1965, as Mr. Scott summarized earlier. And my practica 15  god for our political systemisto fairly represent the
16  advice and suggedtion isthat we keep the generd shape and 16  peopleof Horidaat al levels of the government.
17 layout of those didricts out the same. Of course, some 17  Famessisthe objectiveway to redidrict. Fairnessis
18  of the boundarieswill have to be changed to accommodate 18  putting the needs of the people above the needs of the
19  thosetha are overpopulated and those that are 19  paty. Farmesisdrawing thedigrictsin such away
20  underpopulated. And we haveto squeezein one new 20  that people of one party affiliation have appropriate
21 digtrict. 21 representation.
22 Now my ideafor anew didrict, lef'scdl it Didrict 22 Right now, dthough thereisamgority of Democrats
23 24, Horidahas 23 now, isto put the new didrict into, 23 regigered datewide, the Democrats are vastly
24 wheredseshouldit be, into the highest, the 24 underrepresented in our Sate government. Our didricts at
25  highest-growth area. And thet isthe areafrom western 25  evay levd should be drawn to reflect that more even split
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675 DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 4889675
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1 Miami-Dade County going acrossthetip of Horidato 1 between Democrats and Republicans,
2 include the city of Naples, and that largdly unpopulated 2 And dthough | am honored to be here spesking with you
3 areasouth and eest of Ngples. But it would indude the 3 today and | am delighted that you are holding these
4 southern part of Collier County and the western part of 4 hearings, it would be better if you could holdthem a a
5 Dade County. And from the north/south perspective it would 5 time when the thousands of working people could dso come
6 run from Key West dl theway up to the Broward County 6 and expresstheir fedings. Four o'clock in the afternoon
7 line. 7 isatough one for agreat many people.
8 This has been the fastest growing areain the sate 8 And | questioned, by the -- (Applause) -- according to
9 and more importantly in my view is| predict it will bethe 9 the Sunshine Laws, can citizens attend the redistricting
10  fedest growing state in the next ten years. | think we 10  committee meetings up in Talahassee? And if not, why not?
11 should beforward looking. It iseasy tolook at today's 11 Anybody want to take a shot?
12 dtuationor the past. | won't go into the reasons for 12 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Wearejus ligening to you.
13 tha right now given thetimelimits. 13 MS. BROWN: | dont get any answers? Wel whom can |
14 Now asapracticad matter, if you put this new 14  askthat question of later? Mr. Webster, can | contact
15  didrict, let'scdl it 24, into that area, western Dade, 15  yor?
16  eastern Collier County, dl the districts north of that 16 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: I'mnot alawyer. | think you
17 will havetoinch up alittle bit. 17 would haveto ask alawyer. And we have lawyers here that
18 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Twenty ssconds 18 possibly could answer that.
19 MR. MERKL: Thesewill bethedidrictslisted here. 19 MS. BROWN: Gregt. And then | have one other question
20 Findly, to make Didtrict 19 more competitive, the 20  whichis-
21  didtrict needsto transfer out 161,000 of population. | 21 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: We do operatein the sunshine
22 would suggest moving the southern border of Didtrict 19 up 22 though.
23 toAtlantic Boulevard and carve out dl precinctsin 23 MS. BROWN: Good. Wl | washoping if | wanted to
24 Digtrict 19 that have 80 percent or more Democrat registry 24 comeup and watch | could do thet.
25  andtrandfer thoseto Didrict 23, which isjust to the 25 Will you hold hearings &fter you have drawn up the
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1 tentative district lines? And if you canit answer thet for 1 close community and want to make sure that that
2 me here, who can | ak? | think getting an answer to that, 2 relationship ismaintained. 1 know you can do anything
3 thet's going to be a quetion thet alot of people are 3 with the figures, | have seen them. They arelike
4 gaing to have. And cartainly being able to petition early 4 accountant's figures, you know, you can move them around
5 is good, but being able to petition after you actudly know 5 and whatever.
6 whet you are petitioning about would even be better. Who 6 If necessary, we would go to court to make sure that
7 can | find thet answer out from”? 7 our areais maintained asis. | can assureyou if it did
8 (Pause) 8 cometo that, | would have 1,000 people in the courtroom to
9 MS. BROWN: Dont everybody lesp up & once. Okay. 9 protect our community. Y ou can be sure of that.
10 Wl in that case thank you very much for your lisening 10 Whilel say this | am skepticd. Y ou come before us
1 «ills 11  with no tentative plan, or map layout, tentative layot.
12 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: No. 3, you are recognized. 12 Tha'swha should have been here so that we can discuss
13 MS POWELL-CRANEY: Good atermoon, my nameis Angda 13 what thethinking is before these sessions. | become
14 Powdl-Craney, and | have been aresdent of PAm Besch 14 uspicious, maybe that's because | an 75 and | have been
15 County for just over 20 years now. And for 17 of those 20 15  aoundtheblock afew times. | don't like to be thet way,
16 yeas| have bemn atescher with the PAm Beech County 16  buttha'sthewayitis.
17 Schodl Didtrict. 17 | believe the kingpinsin Talahassee have dready
18 My carer hes given me afront row seet to the 18 plansto increase their power. Itisahdluvathing to
19 population explosion herein PAm Beach County. Nat only 19 sy, butlthinkitistrue They are not leveling with
20 hasour popuaion in PAm Beach County grown in numbe, it 20 thepeople Yes I'm skepticd and dontt liketo be.
2l hsdgowninthericnessof itsculturd diversty. 21 | tell you again, we do not want our community split
2 With these factorsin mind, | truly hope thet you are 22 up. Wewould like to see atentative plan before it
4] guided not only by nonpartisanship, but by faimessto dl 23 becomes aredlity.
24 the people in PAm Beach County as you condder this 24 Mog of usare seniors. Many have fought our wars, |
y:3) regpportionment prooess 25 have. Some have logt family and friendsin those wars,
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1 | fed that it is of the utmost importance for the 1 some have been laughed at in the last eection because they
2 representetives of PAm Beach County to livein the areas 2 voted the way they voted. They camein whedchairs,
3 inwhich the bulk of their condtituentslive. Only then 3 crutches, being led, and they were laughed at because we
4 can they betruly connected to the people that they 4 made amistake on the ballot. Some are now deed, others,
5 represent and to the issues which affect them. 5 seniors, | want you to bear thisin mind, will be voting
6 I thank you for your time and attention this afternoon 6 their last timein 2002.
7 todl of our concerns. 7 We are looking for honesty and decency. | don't want
8 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 4, you are 8 to be skepticd. We are proud to look at our flag flying
9 recognized. 9 high. Please, we don't want to seeit at haf-mast.
10 MR. OSER: No. 4, | fed likel amin abakery or 10  Regpect our community. Thank you.
11 something. 11 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thark you.
12 (Laughter.) 12 SENATOR KLEIN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just going
13 MR. OSER: L& mesay this let mesay I'm going to 13  back tothefirgt lady who spoke, she had some questions.
14  putmy glassesonfird. 1'm Sam Osar, vice president of 14  Andif -- | guessthe answer was you aren't prepared to
15  theCentury Village Democratic Club in West PAm Beech, 15  answer the questionstoday. There may be other people that
16  part of the 86th Digtrict. Thisisvery important to us. 16  rasequetions Andisthedirection to addressthemto
17 Wearelooking for fairness and decency and honesty. 17 thecounsd for the committee or how would you like to
18 Wetook abesting in the last dection, we fed it was 18  proced?
19  abad count, for whatever the reasonsare. Now | can get 19 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Wdl we are herg, thisisjust one
20  intotha when | have afew hourswith you. Our areaiis 20  part, onevery smal part of the total processthat we have
21 basicaly Democratic. And we have voted Democrasinto 21 scheduled. And, therefore, we are not here to answver
22 office. They hold to our ideds and have been loya to our 22  quedtionstoday, we are hereto listen to testimony and
23 voters. 23 that'sdl. That'spart of the public input. The more
24 Thismay be athreat to those who don't like that. We 24 timewe take answering questions, the less opportunity we
25  donotwant our digrict split upinany way. Wearea 25  haveto hear from people.
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1 I'm here to get a perspective, a perspective of what 1 MS. DUKE: Thank you for ligeningtome. My nameis
2 you would like to have for your district, and you can tell 2 Mae Duke, | am aresdent of Century Villagein West Pdm
3 methat. Thosethingswill be established. | don't st 3 Beach, I'm o the president of the United Democratic Club
4 any of the schedules or anything that happens. I'm the 4 of Century Village.
5 chairman of the committee and thisiswhat | have been 5 | gppreciate that you invited us here to present our
6 dlowed to do so far, and that'swhat | intend to do. I'm 6 pleasfor our community. And I'm taking this chanceto
7 going to listen to you. And once that's over, and once the 7 gopedl to you, plesse, do not divide our Village. Itisa
8 public hearings are over, there will be other things thet 8 Village of adult - it is an adult community thet is gated.
9 will be settled and decided and noticed. 9 Their needs and their wants are very smilar and they want
10 SENATORKLEIN: Mr. Charman? 10  onedigrict. They arenow dividedintwo anditisan
11 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Asfar as answering quesions 11  unevendivison, and it isasource of confusion whenwe
12 those quedtions are somewhat open-ended. | don't know the 12 get new peoplein. Wetry very hard to keep them informed
13 answer and therefore I'm right now -- | don't have a 13  inevery way, but we gpped to you, do not cut up our
14 direction from the Presdent of the Senate or the Speaker 14 Village because we are hardworking people in the community,
15  of the House or whatever about answering those questions. 15  but wewant our nesds addressed.
16 I don't know when we are going to have hearings. 16 Thank you for your time.
17 Thosewill be established under rule by the person that you 17 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: No. 6.
18  voted for for presdent, John McKay. And that'shis 18 MR. BOGORAD: My nameis George Bogorad, | livein
19  choice. 19  Century Village. My State Senate Digtrict is 35, my State
20 SENATOR KLEIN: Mr. Chairman, would you prefer that 20  HouseDidrictis 86, and my U.S. Congressiond Didrict is
21 the peopletha have these questions addressthem to the 21 16.
22  Senate President? Agan, we cant stop people from asking 22 Century Village seniors are interested in very common
23 quedions 23  issues Under no drcumstances should Century Village,
24 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: | think they should ask their locd 24 West PAm Beach, be broken up in any fashion whatsoever.
25  Representetive or Senator. And if they have questions 25  Thisisfair because of our ovewheming senior
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1 about how the lines were drawn, they should ask the people 1 circumgtance. Thank you.
2 that voted for it last time. If they have questions about 2 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 7.
3 theway they will be drawn thistime, | think that, too, 3 MS. DOWLING: Good &fternoon, Mr. Chairman, and
4 will beleft up to their local representatives. 4 members of the committee. | am Jean Dowling, treesurer of
5 Asfar asI'm concerned, as| sad initidly, thisis 5 the Century Village Politica Action Committee. Itiswith
6 an open process. We are going to be looking to your 6 great emphasisthat | support our elected representative
7 Senator and your Representative to help us craft these 7 from Didtrict 86, Susan Bucher. She has represented our
8 digrict lines. And, therefore, if you have questions, 8 digrict well and we do not want to seeit change. Wedo
9 direct them to your loca representatives. They arethe 9 not want change because of partisan politics. We do not
10  onesthat are going to be crafting the districts and they 10  want change because of some hidden agendas. We do not want
11  aregoing to be the ones responsble for the way they look. 11  changetorid thisdigrict of leadership that may
12 Thisisgoing to be atotaly open process. And the 12 chdlenge mgority politicsin Tallahassee.
13 moreopenitis, the moreinput you will have from your 13 We do want faress. We do want our present
14  eected representatives. And if you gppreciate them, if 14  representative who understands our diverse population of
15  youlikethem, and you arein contact with them, and you 15  Higoanic, African American, Haitian, Asian, and other
16 know them, that isthe easiest placeto get answers. And 16  groups who dso underdand our needs. We do want our
17 sol would encourage you to ask your Representative or 17  present representative, who understands we are poor and
18  Senator what problems or what you would like to have done. 18  rich, weare sniors, youth and dl in between. And she
19 I'm here to get a Satewide view and that's dl. 19  worksvery hard for us. Again, we do not want partisan
20 SENATORKLEIN: Okay. And | would just ask, | guess 20  politics.
21  peopleshould addresstheir questionsto their legidator 21 We hopeyou areligening. We arelistening and
22 aswedl asthe committee chair and the Senate President or 22 waching. Thank you.
23 the Spesker and we could try to get some answersthat way. 23 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: No. 8.
24 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 24 MR. SHAPKIN: Good afternoon, thank you, Mr. Chairman,
25 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: No. 5. 25  and members of the committee for thistime to gppedl to
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1 you. 1 direct, meet dl lega and Condtitutiond reguirements and
2 The statement hereis a statement of fairness. The 2 that they are as compact as possible, congdering the
3 regpportionment process now underway holds the possibility 3 necessity of protecting voting rights for minorities,
4 of dtering Horidds palitical landscape for the next 4 protecting communities of interest, and respecting
5 decade. Redrawing palitical boundaries based on new 5 politica subdivisons
6 population datais one of the most important duties of the 6 Findly, we ask that dl the legidaive actionson
7 Sae Legidaure. Horidiansfrom dl backgrounds and 7 redigtricting regpportionment teke place @ timesand in
8 geographic areas will be dosdy watching the proceeding as 8 locations that maximize citizen input.
9 it unfolds. 9 Onelast sentence, if | may, as Judtice Potter Stewart
10 Aswe monitor this process, we would hold the 10 sddahdf century ago, Fairnessiswhat judtice redly
11  Legidauresin Tdlahasseeto asmple sandard. Isther 11  is Inaskingfor fairess, we are asking nothing more
12 plan and the process they are using to shape, to be shaped 12 thenjustice and we demand nathing less And we will
13 and will it befair. Isit fair to dl the sate citizens, 13 remember. Y ou have causad usto remember, and we will
14  tomembersof dl racid and ethic groups, to dl 14 remember a the polls.
15  communities of interes, to dl residents of al parts of 15 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 9.
16  thedateregardless of the party affiliation? 16 MS. MCCARTY: Mr. Charman, and members of the
17 Fairness means dlowing the public to have meaningful 17 committeg, I'm Mary McCarty. I'm heretoday asthe
18  input into the reapportionment process. We wonder if this 18  Chairmen of the Republican Party of Pdm Beach County.
19  will happen. Fairness means assuring that the public has 19 Firg of dl, | wanted to say how exciting thisisfor
20  thetoolsto review and understand the redigtricting plans 20  thoseof ustha are Republicansin this state because this
21 and comment on them accordingly and in atimely and 21 isthefirgt timein modern Florida history that
22 meaningful fashion. Wewonder. 22  Republicans have been in charge of drawing thelines. And
23 And fairess means a process and plan that takesinto 23 ceatanly aswe ek of fairnesstoday, thisis certainly
24 condderation the concerns of the sate's diverse ethnic 24 atimel think the Republicans arelooking for fairnessin
25  community, indluding African American, Haitian, Asan, and 25 our opportunity to draw theselines.
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1 Hispanic communities Again, we wonder. 1 | want to compliment you on coming here and around the
2 Findly, fairess meanslistening to the public and 2 date with redly ablank date for listening to the
3 respecting that sense of communities of interest. 1t means 3 people, to hearing what we have to say before you start
4 taking the time to understand areas of concern based on 4 drawing thelines. Had you come with atentative plan, the
5 environmenta, educationd, socid service and other public 5 cry from alot of people would have been, Y ou have dreedy
6 policy concerns. 6 made your minds up, why did you come and tak to us now?
7 We ask that the hearings be held in amore -- in more 7 So | am very happy that you have come with ablank date
8 aress 0 that Floridians do not have to travel over 200 8 for usto give our input today.
9 milesjugt to have their voices heard. We ask thet the 9 | dso want to compliment the leadership for this
10  politicd subdivisons such asdities and communities be 10  process. Thisbipartisan committee | am standing in front
11  congdered more strongly in the new proposals. We ask thet 11  of I think isatestimony to the fairness that has been
12  theSate Legidature direct the holding of public hearings 12 committed to by the leadership, and | want to compliment
13 d&fter plansare released s0 that the public can react to 13  youforthat. | want to compliment you for the south
14  actud proposds 14 county hearing that | know Senator Klein fought for and was
15 We ask thet sufficient time be provided before any 15  agreadto by theleadership in this county. We desperately
16  legidaiveaction to dlow the public to respond to all 16  needed an extrahearing in south county because of the size
17  proposasthat areto be consdered a all legidative 17  andtheinterest inthis county and | want to thank you for
18  mestings, including committee meetings and floor votes. 18  dlowing usto have that extra hearing.
19 We ask that no plan -- 19 | want to compliment you for the availability of
20 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Fifteen seconds, 15 seconds 20 ooftwarea avery cheap price so people can participate in
21 MR. SHAPKIN: - we ask that no plan be prepared or 21 thedrawing, and dso for the web site information that you
22 debated until after the full public debate on specific 22  aegoingto providethepublic. Thisisamuch more
23 guiddinesishdd and guiddines are adopted and 23 indugve processthan it has ever been in the history of
24 published. 24 thisgateand | think you ought to be recognized for that
25 We ask that as a minimum these guiddines provide and 25  andyou ought to be commended for that.
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1 Now to get to the matters at hand, ten years ago PAm 1 We have three Senators, three Representatives that
2 Beach County, which isavery important county, isavery 2 represent us.
3 fast-growing county, and has alarge very diverse 3 That sounds wonderful, except as we orgenize and we
4 population was cut up and gerrymandered very badly. We 4 learn more of how our city runs and how we provide sarvices
5 were adonor county to other counties. And what we would 5 to our community, we become more awvare of how many things
6 like to see and have the opportunity to have didtricts that 6 our old city hasworn out or become chsolete, like stregts,
7 have amgjority of their population in PAm Beach County. 7 buildings, lights, facilities, et cetera.
8 Now, for ingtance, when we tak about some Senete 8 We are ds0 aware of how redtricted funding isfor
9 sedts, State Senate seats -- and | have one of my favorite 9 them and the tax base we currently haveis unableto
10  Senators, Senator Pruitt, right in front of me and then 10  support the necessary services and improvement for these
11  dso Senator Sanderson that represent us very, very well in 11  issues Andthey are not uncommon in our Sate; however,
12 Pdm Beach County, we want to keep them representing us. 12 wefed itiscrucid tha we not be divided by so many
13 Butwhat wewould liketo seeisalook at the coastd area 13 representatives and that our issues shrink in priority when
14 of our county to seeif we can eke out another Senate seat 14  youdoso
15  inthecoadd areaof Pdm Beach County. And wewould 15 We have accepted the responsibility as citizensto
16  likeyoutolook at that and seeif that makes some sense. 16 support our city and neighborsin their endeavorsto
17 Wedill want to continue representation by Senators Pruitt 17 improve our community, and we look for you-dl to redize
18  and Senderson, but want to see if we can eke out more of a 18  theimportance of having alouder voice and the benefit of
19  Pdm Beach County based seat on our coast. 19  arepresentaivetied in with our issues.
20 We dso would like to see our sgnificant Hispanic 20 I commend everyone that spoke tonight, they all had
21 population recognized in the redigtricting. Wewould like 21  good paints. I'm aworking person, as you see, and keegping
22 toseeour African American and our Haitian populations 22 within the gpeed limit laws made it here. | hopethat the
23 recognized. We have some digtricts that recognize the 23 format that you go and to present dl of thisenables
24 African American communities of interest today, we would 24 everyoneto participate.
25  liketo seethat preserved, but we don't want to forget the 25 We have an awful lot to offer in Florida. We have not
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1 Hispanic and Haitian populaion aswell aswe have avery 1 only grown in populétion, | think we have grown in
2 large amount of them in this county. And wewould like you 2 commitment to our community. So plessegiveusan
3 to make sure that you recognize that. 3 opportunity to spesk and to be heard. Thank you.
4 Asfar asthe Congressond seets go, we are 4 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thark you. No. 11.
5 represented by four very, very good Congressmen. Wewould 5 MR. MARKS: Mr. Chairman, commission, my nameisDon
6 like to continue to be represented by four Congressmen. 6 Marks. Obvioudy I'm unprepared, I'm representing the
7 Congressmen Shaw and Foley have represented us very, very 7 Justin Marks Foundation.
8 wdl. | think what we would liketo seeis Congresaman 8 Totdl you briefly what happened, three years ago
9 Shaw come more into PAm Beach County, more into the Boca 9 Palm Beach County lost 30 kids. At that point my son was
10  Raonaea Wethink there are some opportunities there 10  oneof them. At that point | turned to our legidators and
11 for himand maybe cut off his Dade County participation 11 | didntknow whereto go. The closest onewas Sharon
12 becauseredly - 12 Merchant'soffice. Shewaan't my areq, but nobody knew, my
13 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Ten seconds 13 lawyers nobody knew who our representetives were.
14 MS. MCCARTY:: -- wethink the communities of interest 14 My Senator was Senator Gdller, helivesin Hallandde.
15  between Broward and PAm Beach are closer than they are 15  Hehad noideawhat wasgoing onin Pdm Beach County. |
16  with Dade and Pdm Beach. 16  battled for three years. And with the help of my favorite
17 So thank you very much for having me heretoday and | 17 Senaor, Senator Klein -- you have got input from Mary and
18  look forward to your plans asyou draw them. Thank you. 18 ol thought I would use Senator Klein -- we got something
19 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 10, No. 10. 19 accomplished.
20 MS BURNS: Hdlo, I'm NadineBunsand | am aditizen 20 But it isvery important to -- and dso | livein
21 of thesmdl town of Lake Worth. And | say "smdl town" 21 Widlington. InWdlington | havetwo Senators. If you go
22  becaueweaebsquaemiles 22 one you know, acrossthe street you arein Senator
23 For peoplein my neighborhood, and | am the president 23 Rosinsaes andinthisone you are Senator Geller's
24 of our neéghborhood association, sometimes we fed likewe 24 aea Nobody redly knowswherethey are.
25  aeamuch bigger dity, that we must be 20 square miles. 25 We neaed our legidatorsdose. They should livein
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1 Palm Beach County not, you know, Martin County or whatever. 1 have -- they must have shared representation.
2 Y ou can't get ahold of them. When you need something done, 2 Palm Beach County also deservesto have @t leest one
3 you need to get it done quick and they have to know what's 3 member of Congresswho resdesin PAdm Beach County. The
4 going on. 4 current makeup of thisdistrict not only holds together
5 | am redly kind of unprepared but | dwayskind of 5 communities of interest of PAm Beach County, but they must
6 shoot like this, you know, |etters or whatever. We need 6 meake sure that these didricts are contiguous, compact and
7 the digtrict to livein PAm Beach County so they can 7 that they represent politica lines by being contained only
8 represent the people the way it should be represented and 8 within Pam Beach County.
9 they have to know what's going on. 9 | am dso alittle disappointed thet there are going
10 | guessthat'sal | haveto say. Thank you. 10  tobeno public hearings scheduled &fter the maps are
11 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 12, No. 12. 11  drawn. That only hearings are going to bein Tallahassee.
12 MS. LOWENDORF: Good morning, Mr. Chairman, and 12 | mean, that there are going to be no regiona mestings.
13 membersof the committee. My nameis Carol Anne Lowendorf 13 Very few working men and women in Horidawill be gbleto
14  and | wasborn and continue to residein West PAm Beach 14  travel to Tdlahasseein order to attend these meetings.
15  wherel anregigered to vote. | am dso amember of the 15 For therecord, and to beinclusive, | redlly fed
16 American Federation of State, County, and Municipd 16  tha it would only befair that the joint committee should
17  Employeesand presdent of AFSCME Locd 3041 17  schedule some of theseregional meetings after the maps are
18 | want to thank the committee for holding these public 18  findized for public comment out in the different regions
19  hearings. | would like, however, to note that the vast 19  anddigricts. And thank you very much for dlowing meto
20  mgority of your hearings are being held during the middle 20  spek beforeyou.
21 of theday whereit isnot convenient for theworking 21 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: No. 13.
22 public, which indudes most of our membership, to attend. 22 MS. BOLTON: Good afternoon, Mr. Chair, and the
23 | angoingto ask that as you move this process forward you 23 honorable delegation. | want to thank you so much for
24 driveto makeit more open and more accessible and that 24 giving usthe opportunity to express our opinions about
25  dl theinformation be eesily available to the public. 25  thisvery important redistricting we are about to engege
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1 Sncel havelived in Horidadl of my life and was 1 in. | am Linda Bolton from the village of Wellington. |
2 born in West Pm, | have seen firsthand the explosive 2 St on the village council. And we are faced with many,
3 growth that we have had in Horidaand how much it has 3 many varied chdlenges for which we need help.
4 changed aswe have goneon. And | am redly concerned that 4 Chadlenges such as, we have phogphorous removd
5 the most accurate census data be used during the 5 isues, we have growth management issues, we need our
6 redidricting process. News reports have indicated thet 6 legidatorsto stand with us and tal to support school
7 over 200,000 Horidians were missed on the 2000 census. 7 concurrency. But when we go to our next level of
8 And we know thet alot of the minority groups were 8 government it is difficult for usto know who to talk to
9 disproportionately represented in this undercount. 9 and who isinterested in Wellington.
10 Since Horidawas one of the, one of only four Sates 10 Judt ten years ago Wellington had 20,000 people. It
11  tonot provide precinct-level data to the census bureau, | 11  wasjud ancther areaon the Pdm Beach County map of an
12 would suggest that to compensate for these possible 12 unincorporated area. Five years ago, though, we
13 atendant problemsthe Legidature consider utilizing 13  incorporated and we had 28,000 people. Soin that brief
14  adjusted censusdaa And that would be more 14  timewewent from 20- to 28-. Now thisyear's census has
15  representative of the minority populations. We do not want 15  shownthat we have grown to 40,000 people. And with the
16  youtodraw linesto chop up our didrictsto fit some 16  annexaion planstha we have aswdl asjust our
17  specid agenda Wejus want afar processand afair 17 deveopment plansthat arein the pipdine, we may bein
18  outcome of the redigtricting process. 18  fact thelargest municipality in the county by the next
19 | would dso hope that asthe Legidature beginsto 19  census And that could be 60,000 people.
20  draw -- theredrawing the process, that you would honor 20 Sowhat | am hereto ask you isto consider Wellington
21 traditiond redidricting principles such as kegping 21  ssacommunity of interest. We are now hifurcated, we are
22 together communities of interest. It isvery important to 22 divided, we don't have any unified or consolidated
23 keep communities that share interests together for the 23 representation. Aswe grow, and we may bethe fastest
24 purpose of representation. \We have huge numbers of 24 growing town in PAm Beach County, perhapsthe sate, |
25  redireesand seniorswho livein didricts, and they 25  will ask that you consider Welington as a community of
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1 shared interests. We have equestrians, we have anew 1 obligation. Theidedls of our Condtitution expressed from
2 shopping mal coming next month, and we have the people who 2 the very first words, "We, the people,” spesks of
3 have been in town with us dl these years. 3 representation.
4 So we have adiverse and unique community, but one 4 Thet iswhat redigtricting is, a process that makes
5 which does need to stay together in order to have its 5 our democracy what it is. Representative. Think about how
6 baance. As| was preparing today for today's remarks | 6 wonderful this processis. Every voter gets an equd crack
7 thought, how can | make a point with you folks that will 7 at the system, every representetive has the same numeric
8 help you remember W lington when the subject comes up with 8 duty, but that is maybe the eesiest part of it. Therest
9 dl the meetings thet you have on your schedule. And | 9 of the gory isonetha shows at every turn somebody's ox
10  thought, well, maybe because you are paliticians there has 10  isgeiting gored. Inredity, no processis more political
11  tobesomethinginit for everybody. Solet metry this 11  inthenegative sense of the word than thisone.
12 oneout onyou. 12 It isunderstandable. 'Y ou are bound to protect the
13 Wellington is an area.of mostly registered 13 incumbent, but what if the incumbent is of another party?
14  Republicans, however, in the last eection they voted 14 You arebound to protect the integrity of particular group
15  Democrdic. Sothereissomething herefor both of you. 15  interess How do you know if Hispanics and Jews, African
16  Soasyou-- 16  Amgicansand Hatians, ASans and Russans have Smilar
17 (Laughter.) 17 concerns? You are bound to creste didricts thet have
18 MS. BOLTON: -- 50 asyou think about -- when you 18 geographic integrity, but does it really maiter if this
19  think about Wellington, think about keeping us together. 19  block isover there, if the censustract isover here or
20  Wehave so many soeskers here who have talked about, well, 20  somecounty rationdized into the mgp? And what of those
21 don'ttakeusagpart. | am asking you to put ustogether. 21 naurd bariers acand, alake, ariver? The answer is,
22 Put ustogether for Congressond legidation, put us 22 yes, of courseit matters.
23 together for House and Senate legidation, put us together, 23 Thereason it mattersisthe process. Thereason it
24 andthat'show we are going to be mogt effective. 24 mattersisthat you are rerouting democracy's lifeblood
25 Thank you so much. 25  intotender and often transplanted arteries and veinsthet
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1 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 14. 1 will lesk or could lesk or even rupture.
2 MR. AROJ Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen of the 2 The reason it mattersis because someday you, ladies
3 pand, my nameisDavid Argj, | livein LakeWorth. I'm 3 and gentlemen, will say to your children and grandchildren,
4 secretary for an Argentinian organization and public 4 | st in the legidative body --
5 relations man for the newly-formed Hispanic Alliance, but | 5 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Ten seconds
6 am redly representing here the American Jewish 6 MR. AROJ -- of one of the nation's great states and
7 Communities, PAm Beach County chepter. We welcome you to 7 produced a document thet caused our Founding Fathers
8 south PAm Beach County. 8 watching the process to nod in assent and say, Well done,
9 The American Jewish committee is the nation's oldest 9 fdlow Americans, well done. Thank you very much.
10  humean relations agency now cdebrating its 96th anniversary 10 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 15.
11 in PAm Beech County. Its presence dates from 1957, and we 11 MR. EGLY: Good afternoon, I'm Joe Egly, City
12 saviceactudly north to Martin and S. Lucie Counties. 12 Commissioner, Lake Worth.
13 Our mission naionaly and locally isto protect the 13 And unlike some of the speakers today we are looking
14  rdigiousand dvil rights of Jaws and others here and 14  for change. Currently, asyou heard, Lake Worthis55
15  &road 15  square mileswith a populaion of about 35,000 people.
16 Thereis no immigrant group in Americathet ismore 16  Currently we are represented by six legidators with Mandy
17 passonate about the democracy process than the American 17 Dawson to the south some 40 miles away in Fort Lauderdde,
18  Jewishditizens. Thus, whether it isthe Condtitution of 18  and Ken Pruitt to the north in St. Lucie County some 60
19  theUnited States, the Condtitution of the Sunshine State, 19  milesaway. We have Senator Klen, we have Bill Andrews,
20  or public school system, or ather key dements of our grest 20  Susan Bucher, and J&f Atwater represanting us.
21 republic, the American Jewish Community isthereto fight 21 What we are asking for today isto consider and give
22 for protecting the nation'sidedls and the rights of its 22 usthe opportunity to have our own district and our own
23  dtizens. 23 representaion. | have brought forward aletter, a
24 Redigtricting goesto the heart of democracy. You are 24 resolution from our city commisson, which | guess|'ll
25  redly shouldering in this process alofty but weighty 25  leaveup here on thetable, asking you to give us
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1 representation, not only Lake Worth but the surrounding 1 in the United States House of Represantativesis asit is
2 loca communitiesthat arein the centra Pam Beach County 2 now, we would sy thet you guys failed your job. You
3 area. Thank you. 3 didnit do the thing that was supposad to be done -
4 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 16 iswithdrawn, 4 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Twerty ssoonds
5 No. 17. 5 MR. SANTO: - you are nat represanting the people,
6 MR. SANTO: Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my 6 and you are nat forming a demoaratic sodiety where eech
7 nameisWilliam Santo. 1'm the vice president of the Lake 7 vote redlly counts
8 Worth West Democratic Club, and | want to discuss something 8 What ismy main concem? My main concem isthat the
9 that bothers me very much. 9 present makeup of the Horida Legidature is predominantly
10 In the recent issue of the PAm Beach Pog, it was 10 Republican contralled. Our Govenar isa Republican. My
11  reported that there are approximately 3.6 million u fear isthat when you guys have got to come up to meke a
12  regigered Democratsin PAm Beach County. I'm sorry, the 12 decison on redistricting you are going to favor the
13 number is 3.9 million registered Democrats in the state of 13 redigtricting to favor your own party. And thet dl that's
14  Horida Thereis-- the number of Republicansis34. So 14 gaing to do is exeoabete the Stuation and mekeit even
15  actudly thereisagreater number of registered Democrats 15  wosethenitisnow.
16 in PAm Beach County, in Florida, than there are 16 Again, we are going to judge the success of your
17 Republicans 17 efforts to redigrict by the represntation we sein the
18 In the recent eection we had in the year 2000, for 18 Sate Legidature and in the United Sates House of
19  thepresdentid éection, the turnout for voterswas 19 Reresatatives If we see that there is amore eqitable
20  dmogt equd. We had dmost an equa number of Democrats 20  digribution--
21 coming out to vote asit was Republicans. These numbers 21 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thark you for gopearing. We ned
22 wouldindicate that thereisagreat unbdancein the 2 to go on. We have gat four minutes and we have given you a
23 representetion that we have in the State L egidature, and 23 little bit moretime.
24 inthe United States House of Representetives. 24 MR. SANTO: Thark you.
25 The current makeup of the state of FHoridals House of Y3 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: No. 17 - 18, I'm sory.
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1 Representativesis 77 Republicans and 43 Democrats. That 1 MR. GELFAND: Good evening, Mr. Chair, honorable
2 meansthereisamaority, that the Republicans have a 2 committee members. My nameis Miched Gdfand, I'vebeen a
3 majority of 63 percent of the total membership of the 3 voter for over 20 years. For ayoung guy like me, that'sa
4 Horida House of Representatives. 4 long time. I'm afather of public school sudentsand a
5 In the Horida Senate, there are 25 Republicans and 15 5 and| business owner herein West PAm Beach, and | livein
6 Democrats. Again, the Republicans have gpproximately 6 south county.
7 64 percent of the totd representation. 7 My question, and as| came up here, | hoped to make my
8 In the United States House of Representatives, the 8 entry fast for everyone to move things aong, but as| came
9 Republicans have 17 seats and the Democrats have 8. And 9 up here| looked everyonein the eye and you are dl
10  thatisa-- 68 percent of the seats of the Florida 10  darting to glaze now and you are having the same question
11  ddegaion to the United States House of Representatives, 11  tha | had, what ismy purpose here? When | have sat on
12 68 percent. 12 committees when | have gppeared before committees, there
13 It seemsto methat thereisagreat ineguity in these 13  isdwaysapurpoe. Generdly, thereisfact-finding or
14  numbers. It seemsto methat in atwo democratic society 14 tocomment onaproposa. What facts are you looking for?
15  there should be some equdlity in the representation where 15 Weliketo vote. | went to school in Chicago. We had
16  thereissuch dose numbers of Republicans and Democrats 16  asaying up there which was, Vote early, vote often. |
17  regigered in the date of Horida 17 don't know if wewant thet as afact-finding.
18 | am requesting that when you people make the decison 18 | think the first fact we want is Commissioner McCarty
19  toform new dectord didricts you take into consderation 19  wantsfairmess but fairess does not equa payback. And
20  thattheided that we are going to look forward tois 20  thatisthemessagethat dl of usare getting from
21  seding an dmost equa number of representativesin the 21  Tdlahesseeisthat wheat isgoing to be cdled farness up
22  SateHouse and the United States Congress and the House of 22  thereisgoing to be payback for the rest of the state. If
23 Representdives. 23 wewant one person, one vote, let's avoid the undercount
24 If we seein the dection of 2001 that the present 24 problem, let's have everyone counted.
25  unbdance of representation in the Florida Legidature and 25 And dso, we need to encourage people to be involved.
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1 Y ou know thét, as people who nead to be dected. Andwe 1 MR. DRAYTON: Good aternoon, Mr. Chairman, and
2 need compact digricts so where | live we don't have three 2 committee. My nameis Jm Drayton.
3 Congress people within a1 mile areg, or four Sate 3 And | am rather disappointed that the meeting was
4 Representatives., 4 being cdled at 4:00 in the afternoon. And as many of the
5 | am disappointed that we don't have a proposa here 5 people have said before me, that's atime when most people
6 today. Traditiondly we spesk on proposas. | came 6 areworking. I'm surethat dl of the politicianswho are
7 directly from the Metropolitan Planning Organization 7 here would not have cdled a campaign address or acampaign
8 mesting just afew blocks down. When | waked in here | 8 meeting & 4:00 in the afternoon. 'Y ou would have waited
9 got astack of papers. When | walked in there| had one 9 until you could have gotten to the majority of the people.
10  pamphlet and it provided nice maps asto whet their plans 10  Andinasensethat shows contempt for the condtituency.
11  weregoing to be and they encourage public discusson. 11 | hope that the committee has learned something from
12 Where are the maps that the news media have been 12  thelast timethat we regpportioned. The African American
13  tdking about that the folksin Talahassee have been 13 community had to go to court in order to be assured of
14 working on but that we haven't seen? With due repect to 14 equity inthe process And we have heerd alot about
15  theChair, | do not think that your committee should ook 15  famesshere but | think alot of people question whether
16  toone person asthe President of the Senate or the Spesker 16  therewill befarness or whether thereisfarness And|
17  of theHouseto say how you will be meking your decisons 17 think that the processis being called into question
18 | think what you need to do is put this on televison, have 18  because of the manner in which we have gone o far.
19 thisinthesunshine. The state of Horidawas aleader in 19 The Chair saysthet thisistheinitid thing, but we
20  public governance. It can be aleader throughout the 20  arehereand each person is given four minutes to speak,
21 country againif wedowhat isright and if wedo it in the 21 butonwhat? Given noinformation, given no ideawhat the
22 aunshine 22  agendais. Weknow what the topicis, but we don't know
23 Make the decison. Thank you. 23 wha theagendais.
24 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 19. 24 And there is one thing that certainly bothersme. |
25 MS. KELLY: Hi, I'm Katherine Kdly, I livein Pdm 25  read inthe PAm Beach Post where one person, my neighbor
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1 Beach, I'm Democratic State Committeawoman, and | am 1 in fact, hasfiled to run in another didtrict in which it
2 Legidative Director of FHorida NOW. 2 isnot our digrict. And I'm wondering if that neighbor
3 | care. And | know dl of you do and | know you are 3 knows something that | don't know or if thereis some
4 here because you represent the people. And that'swhat | 4 information floating around out here that would give
5 ask of you. | didn't prepare a speech, maybe | should 5 somebody enough nerveto file to run in ancther district
6 have, but | didn't. So I'm just going to speek to you from 6 when they don't live there. Some people are saying that
7 my heart. 7 the ded isdone. | should hope not.
8 The people need to fed that they have been 8 The state of Florida has been in the spotlight
9 represented. We have been through an occurrence where the 9 recently for the manner in which we handled the last
10  people-- many of the people fed their votes are not 10  dection. Thisgivesusan opportunity to show and to
11  counted. Andthat'stragic. And | never want to see that 11  demondrate that the Sate of Florida can do things
12 happenagain. Sowha weredly need to do in this 12 properly, can do thingsfairly, and will do it that way.
13 country, inthisstate, in this county, is make people fed 13 Thank you.
14  that they matter. That actualy people care what the 14 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 21.
15  voterswant and need. 15 MS. RICCIO: Good afternoon, honorable members, | am
16 And o that'swhet | am -- | am smply asking you for 16  Penny Riccio, aresident and apaliticaly-involved
17  judiceand for farness. It would be grest if you could 17 individud of the Pdm Beach County western community known
18  down theline ahit throughout the process or later in the 18  asTheAcresge
19  process have some regiond hearingslike you have heard 19 | have had the privilege to work for the United States
20  about, spoken about today. Then people would fed they 20  Depatment of Commerce censusin 1990 aswel as 2000, a
21 havebeeninduded. And that'swhat peopleredly need, 21 huge undertaking gathering far-reaching satistica data,
22 they need tofed that they areincluded in this government 22 but very important to determining how legidative
23 andthisdemocracy. 23 boundaries should be drawn, redrawn every tenyears. | am
24 That'sdl | haveto say to you. Thank you. 24 very pleased to be apart of that process.
25 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 20. 25 | am spesking as amember of The Acreage Landowners
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1 Association, and with their permisson | speek for 1 And in that capacity | work with avery large grassroots
2 government representatives Jm Green, River Walk, Robert 2 network. These are people from every political persuasion.
3 White, Andros Ide, and Jarry Greenfidd Ibis Golf and 3 And they -- their palitical voices are very, very important
4 Country Club. 4 to them.
5 In consdering boundaries for Horida State House seet 5 Y ou have the power to ensure that votersin PAm Beach
6 84, and Forida Senate seet 35, | present you to an option: 6 County have apalitica voice, you have the power to be
7 A new digtrict be cut for the PAm Beach County western 7 fair. And | thank you very much.
8 communities. Its southern boundary should be Lake Worth 8 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 23.
9 Road, its esstern boundary, Jog Road, its northern 9 MR. FRANSETTA: Thank you, Mr. Char. Wehavea
10  boundary, Bedine Highway, also known as Sate Road 710, & 10  chdlengebefore us, and | would hope that the political
11  theintersection of Seminole Pratt Whitney Road, its 11  chalenge onthe part of some of the dected officids
12 western boundary should be L ake Okeschobee and beyond. 12  imttotakether own best interests and make it appear
13 Thiswestern community district will indude but not 13  asifitisour, the peoples, best interests. Our
14 belimited to the entire municipdities of Wellington, 14  chdlengeisto takewhat istruly the people's best
15  Royd Pdm Beach, the entire unincorporated aress of 15  interessand hopethat you will embraceit and haveit
16  Loxahatchee, Loxahatchee Groves, and The Acreege, and the 16  agppear asif itisaso your best interests. And thet is
17 PUDs of River Wdk, Andros|de, Bay Winds, Ibis et d. 17 quiteachdlenge | might say.
18 | want to thank al members of the respportionment 18 To have acomfort level we do need to have an
19  committee, be you Democrat or Republican, for extending to 19  awarenessof what iscoming down, what is being proposad.
20  your congtituents the opportunity to participate and to 20  Weknow what we have read in the paper, we know whet the
21 spesk with you today. From my heart, | humbly thank you. 21 suppostionsare, we know what the threats of paybacks are.
22 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 22, 22 Butl might add, if the Democrats who have donethe
23 MS HUCKSHORN: Mr. Chairman, and members, thank you 23 redigricting in the past have done such abad job, how in
24 for the opportunity to be here. | am Carolyn Huckshorn, | 24 theheck did S0 many Republicans get dected?
25  amspesking asa40-year resdent of Pm Beach County. 25 So | think there must have been a profound awareness
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1 And excdlent statements have been made and | totally 1 of fairness. If that same semblance of integrity and
2 agree. Let'sbeinclusive, let's make the information 2 farnesswereit to prevail, and were | able to say I'm not
3 available perhaps on televison, video or whatever. But 3 going to believewhat | seein the papers, and that what
4 thank you for being here and for providing usthe 4 you are advocating is going to befair, then | think you
5 opportunity. 5 would assure us thet more Democrats would be dected in the
6 My concern, | have lived here for years and watched 6 future and we would have a better baance.
7 and observed previous redidrictings and the problems. And 7 Now that isbeing alittle naive, | would think, and |
8 itisvery, very tough, and | would never anticipate that 8 dont believe that any one of you would tell me that that
9 there will not be changes. It isnot asmple process, it 9 isredlity. But sometimes an open processislikeatree
10  isatough process Andwedl have to acknowledge thet it 10 thafdlsintheforest. And | remember that from my
11  iscertanly apolitical process. 11  youth. When| heard it in school the teacher was
12 But | think it iscritical, and | want to spesk about 12 explaning, if no one hearsit, there was no sound.
13  Congressond didtricts, that we have Congressond 13 So when we are having an open process with no didogue
14  didrictsin PAm Beach County where we are represented by 14  back and forth and we don't know what we are playing into,
15  twomembers, two Congressmen who actudly live herein PAdm 15  wecanonly guesswhat you are up to, and we know what we
16  Beach County. 16  readinthe pgpers, and we want to be of amind that we can
17 And I'm spesking of Congressond Didtrict 19 and 17 sy, that'snot true, that's not redly what you are up to,
18  Congressond Didtrict 16. | think thisisvery, very 18  thenwe can goped to your farness.
19  important for thislarge, robust, voletile county. Asyou 19 And | would ask thet when we do this, what we haveto
20  ddiberatethedlocation of politica power, that please 20 doistolook a aress of common interest, and that's been
21 dsocondder that you will maintain, try to maintain 21  expressed throughout the fabric of what has come at you
22 communities of interest ass much aspossible. 1t may be 22 prior, in the communities, in the developments where people
23 vaey difficult kegping didtricts lines intact. 23 live. Andif youlook at amap and look at the thingsand
24 Some of you know me asthe director of public affairs 24 look at the proposas where people want to carve out
25  for Planned Parenthood of Plm Beach and Treasure Coedt. 25  didricts, the palitica interests are not going to serve
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1 the common interests. And | would ask that you do the 1 commissioners have had agrest working relaionship with
2 peopleés busnessand do it in afar and just manner. 2 our loca delegation, Representative Atwater, Senator Klein
3 Thank you. 3 is our representation who has been leading the Legidaure
4 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 24. 4 from Pam Beach County for the last two years.
5 MR. NEWELL: Good evening. Thank you, members and 5 We appreciate your help and look forward to working
6 saff, for the regpportionment meeting herein PAm Beach 6 with each one of you on thisimportant, important issue.
7 County. I'm Commissioner Warren Newell, Chairman of the 7 Thank you.
8 County Commission herein PAm Beach County. 8 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 25.
9 And | dso want to especidly thank the Senate and 9 MR. ROBINSON: My nameis Herman Robinson, and I'm
10 House Chairs, Senator Webgter and Representative Byrd, for 10  from Lake Worth. And | want to ask you to not just
11  againbeing here. Anddso | want to thank them for 11  consider one man, one vote but representation. People have
12 hdping set up the meeting tomorrow in south county. And, 12 mentioned they don't know who their representatives are and
13 Sendor Klen, | saw you somewhere, thank you dso for 13 | haveto question whether our representatives know who
14 helping out in south county. 14  they arerepresenting. | ask you to please havethe
15 Regpportionment members, PAm Beach County 15  courageto represent the communities geographicaly. Don't
16  Represntaives Andrews, Machek, Mack, Senators Dawvson, 16  just consder your party, but represent dl the
17 Gdle, Klen, Pruitt and Sanderson dso thank you for your 17 communities. If you are good, you will get dected. And
18  hdpin Padm Beach County. 18  havethe courage and sensibility to do it geographicaly,
19 We have grown here in PAm Beach County, 1.1 million 19  torepresent people and not parties. Thank you.
20  people Whenl wasalittlekid growing up herein PAm 20 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. Okay, members and
21 Beach County, I'm athird generation native from West Pdm 21  ladiesand gentlemen, I'm going to take afive-minute bregk
22 Beach, things have changed dramaticaly. Diverse 22 forour court reporter. So don't go too far becauseit is
23 populaion, the wedthiest in the coast and some of the 23 kind of crowded up here, but we will teke afive-minute
24 poorest aressinthewes. We have some of the largest 24 bresk.
25  rurd aess Infact, wearethelargest rurd areain the 25 (Brief recess)
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1 State. 1 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Okay, we are reedy to teke No. 26.
2 Representative Machek, very close friend, represents 2 No. 26. Okay, we have our next presenter, if everyone
3 thet rurd area sometimes and helps us out on alot of 3 could give attention to our next presenter, please. If you
4 issues out there. 4 have conversations and you are standing up, please take
5 Presently we have ten members of the House, as you 5 them outside. We want to give every attention to the
6 know, six members of the Senate. We have been very 6 person oesking.
7 fortunate to have some excellent representation herein 7 MR. MURPHY: Chairman, and members of the committee,
8 Pam Beach County. But regpportionment is very important 8 my nameis Bill Murphy, | livein Boca Raon on 21< Lane,
9 to usfor many, many reasons. And just on July 24th, PAm 9 which isthe most southerly street bordering PAlm Beach
10  Beach County did passaresolution regarding the 10  County and Broward County. It ison the Hillsborough
11 reapportionment, and that has been provided to your staff 11 Cad.
12 and provided to each one of you after the meeting. 12 Ten years ago with redidricting, | dl of asudden
13 And basicaly what the regpportionment plan that we 13 wasinaBroward County representative Stuation. And |
14  aehoping to help with is providing PAdm Beach County 14 had some concern about this, but as | found out it didn't
15  resdentsthe assstance of having the Senators and 15  matera dl. My legidator and Senator were very
16  Representeiveslivein PAm Beach County. And dsoto 16  receptiveto any timel cdled to dwaysreturn my cdls,
17 compect the didricts, the Senate and the House, as much as 17  andit ill gandsthe sametoday.
18  posshle 18 Having everything within a.county would be nice, but
19 Asan dected officid, my third term, | redlize how 19  withtheredlity of it dl, | doubt it can happen. And |
20  difficultitisfor the changing of districts. PAm Beach 20  justwantto, sincethisisaminorissue, | believe, than
21 County isgoing through the same thing right now. My first 21 wha | have been ligening to it -- it was of no concern to
22  timedoing that, and not an essy time, but we will get 22 meover thelast ten years as soon as | made some cdlsand
23 throughit. 23 found | was represented.
24 | just want to say again very clearly and want to 24 And | know that my legidator and my Senator today in
25  thank everybody because | persondly and our other fellow 25  Didrict 31 on the Senator side and 91 on the legidative
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1 Sde maintain phone numbers and 800 fax numbersto keep in 1 Didrict No. 86. Thisisthe State Representative Susan
2 contact with their condtituents, if they would like to 2 Bucher'sdigrict. The dected officid in thisdidrict
3 reach them. Thank you. 3 is presently the first Hispanic State Representetive
4 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thark you. No. 27. 4 dected officid in PAdm Beach County and we are determined
5 MR. SALDANA: Hi, my nameisHenry Sddana, and | 5 to protect the district based on the redistricting
6 represent the Latino Leadership Indtitute. Wearea 6 principles previoudy mentioned.
7 leadership devel opment, advocacy, nonprofit, nonpartisan 7 Protection of thisdistrict will prevent the
8 group. 8 commission from Condtitutiond attack. It will assure our
9 And what | am hereto say isthe changing face of 9 community of afair and equitable redigtricting process, as
10  Americaraisesimportant questions throughout our society, 10 (inaudible) commission for redistricting for the sate of
11  especidly in politics, which leads usto our very next 11  Horida
12 quedtion or questionsrather. Are minoritiesfarly 12 We are presantly working with a group of
13 represented at thelevels of politicsor dl levels of 13 community-based organizations throughout the state of
14  politics? Do we have an equd voice and equd opportunity 14  Horidain addition to other organizations & the state
15  todect representatives who consider our needs and 15 leve, andthefederd leve, rather. Some of these are
16 interests? 16  Higpanic, aleadership indtitute out of Chicago, avoter
17 The process of redigricting will determine how our 17  regigration organization out of Texas, the
18  locd schoals, city commission and State Legidature, and 18  Mexican-American Legd Defense and Education Fund out of
19  even Congressond disricts are drawvn. How are our 19  Cdifornia and the Puerto Rican Legd Fund based out of
20  communities participating? How can we ensure thet our 20 NewYok.
21  interedsare being heard and represented by our dected 21 We, meaning our redistricting committee, which
22 officds? How can we ensure that the voting strength of 22 conggsof representatives from the Jewish, African
23 our communitiesis not weskened? The only way to 23 American, Haitian and Hispanic communities want to be eble
24 accomplishthisisto ensure afar and eguitable 24 topaticipatein thefina decisions of the redigtricting
25  redidricting process. 25  processasit affects PAAm Beech, the Hispanic/Latino
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1 A Latino issues forum, a Cdifornia-based policy and 1 community and other minority communities asawhole,
2 advocacy organization, showed that when it comesto 2 Wewant to be dlowed to work with you and your
3 Higpanics and Latinos there are different motivators that 3 consultantsto creste afair and equitable redigtricting
4 impact the decision-making and how they vote. Number one 4 process --
5 isthe urging of the Laino leaders, and number two, the 5 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Twerty ssconds
6 issues relevant to Latinos being discussed throughout the 6 MR. SALDANA: -- asit afects the Hispanic community
7 dection. The development of bilingua materid isadso 7 and other minorities throughout the ate of Horida. Our
8 important. 8 objective isthe cregtion of fair digtrictsfor Higpanics
9 The Latino vote has draméticaly changed Florida 9 and other minorities where Hispanics and other minority
10  politics Latino voters have moved from being counted out 10  groupsmay befairly represented.
11  tobeing courted. Thishasbeen possible because Latinos 11 Which way the Hispanic/Latino vote swingsin the 2002
12 aeregisering and voting in record numbers. Therefore, 12 and 2004 upcoming eectionswill be determined by the
13 candidates and campaigns need to pay more attention to the 13  atentionthe Legidaure givesto Hispanicsin the
14 concernsof Higpanic and Latino voters and that assumes 14 redidricting process.
15  tha they havetheir vote by speeking in generd terms. 15 Thank you very much.
16 Loyalty and activiam will follow from accountable 16 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 28.
17  dected officids, not dection politics and dection day 17 MS. ORLANDO: Good afternoon, my nameis Myra Orlando,
18 promises. We mugt avoid fdling through the trap of 18 I live in unincorporated Plm Beach County. I'm withina
19  creating voter dilution in the communities. The need to 19  gpecid digtrict, Indian Trail Improvement Didtrict, I'm
20  avoid minority vote dilution should not only bea 20  partof The Acreage, my mailing addressis Loxahatchee, I'm
21 compdling justification for the creating or crestion of 21 inM2Wed, Unit 6, Section 11. | chosetolivein
22 minority -- mgority-minority districts, but aso helping 22 unincorporated Pam Beach County because of the largelots,
23 toprotect the digtricts from Congtitutiona attack. 23 therurd amosphere, it isan exurban tier in our managed
24 One State Representative digtrict which we are going 24 growth system, but | did not choose not to be represented
25  tohbewatching very closdly is State Representative 25 by aSae Representative or aU.S. Congressman. So | have
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1 taken an active rolein my community and in Pam Beach 1 | do liketo kegp -- | am aso chair of The Acreage
2 County. 2 Education Committee and part of our dutiesisto educate
3 | am not here today to tell you how to redraw your 3 the adults aswell asthe childrenin our area. So any
4 boundaries because | persondly have to research it mysdf. 4 information that is available we will be glad to pass out
5 I have been on your web site, thereisawedth of 5 through the community.
6 information, | am aware that you are going to be doing 6 And thank you for your time.
7 E-mails and you have a software program that we can use. | 7 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 29.
8 am hoping that with that information we will be ableto 8 DR. PRIORE: Good afternoon, members of the
9 contact you later. | thank you for this opportunity to 9 redigtricting public hearing committee. My nameis Carmen
10  comebeforeyou. 10  Priore I'mthe vice president of the PAm Beach County
11 | am ahistorian by choice, | love the American 11  Lesguecdf Citiesand dso the chair of thelegidative
12 higtory. | have -- one of my favorite callectionsisthe 12 committee.
13 Anndsof American Higtory. It hasalot of quotesfrom 13 The board of directors of the Pdm Beach County League
14  thepresdents My sonisin 10th grade 0 heis studying 14  of Cities, Incorporated, joins the PAm Beach County Board
15 thelLewisand Clark Expedition. So | went to my Anndsand 15  of County Commissionersin officidly recognizing and
16 | saw what President Jefferson wrote to Congress at thet 16  thanking the Horida Legidature and, more specificaly the
17 timeand what hedsowroteto Mr. Lewisregarding his 17 Pdm Beach County delegation, both our Representetives and
18  expedition. Andwhat | have cometo find out after 18  our Senaors for the outstanding contributions and earnest
19  sudying history isnot much has changed from what was then 19  €fortsmade on behdf of the collective interestsin PAm
20 towhaisnow. Itisjustthetime 20  Beach County and neighboring communities.
21 | ranfor State House last year, | ranin adidtrict 21 In no way would we intend to diminish or
22 tha washighly Democrdtic. | ran for that seat because 22 underappreciate the good work these men and women have done
23 that'swherel live, and | felt that our areaneeded 23 onour bendf by gppearing before you today with our
24 representation. So it was awonderful experience. | have 24 resolution for the 2002 regpportionment process.
25  worked well, | think, with my dected officias on the 25 On behdf of the PAm Beech County League of Cities,
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1 Sae Legidature, | have dso worked well with my adjacent 1 mirroring the request of the PAm Beach County, | stand now
2 city council people. 2 to urge you to adopt an apportionment plan in which Pam
3 And the only thing | would like to suggest @ this 3 Beach County residents comprise amgority of the
4 timeisthat Digtrict 84 where | resde, The Acreage hes 4 congtituency in the Senatoria and Representative digtricts
5 just avery smdl corner of Didtrict 85. And | saw thet 5 cregted.
6 Didtrict 84 needs seets or needs people, voters, and 6 Since the last census/regpportionment process PAm
7 Disdtrict 85 needsto lose some. So perhaps when you are 7 Beach County has evolved into an intensely populated area
8 looking at it, you could see that tiny little portion and 8 of unique, well-defined interests. Pdm Beach County
9 put it back into 84 with the rest of The Acreege area. 9 deserves the most compact and inclusive didricts that can
10 Thered, | bascdly fed thet they should be compact 10  bedrawnwhally within the geographica borders.
11 digtrictsand that the best we can do isto make them so 11 I will read to you now briefly the Resolution
12 that peoplefed that they have representation and that the 12 No. 01-02 by title only for the record, and | will submit a
13 peoplethat represent them are accessible. 13 copytoyou. And I thank you very much today for giving me
14 And | think | have seen my Congress, my U.S. 14  theopportunity to gppear. You have avery difficult task
15  Congressmanonceor twice. | am cut off of U.S, Didrict 15  and | wishyoudl good look.
16 23, and | saw Congressman Alcee Hagtingsin Miami before | 16 Resolution No. 01-02, A resolution of Pdm Beach
17 moved to PAm Beach County. So | would liketo havea 17 County League of Cities requesting the adoption of an
18  representdive that would bein PAm Beach County. | do 18  gpportionment plan in which PAm Beach County residents
19  tdkto Representative, U.S. Congressman Foley because he 19  compriseamgority of the condituentsin the Senatorial
20  isdoser to me geographicaly and has answered my cdls. 20  and Representative didtricts cregted, directing the
21 So | dowant to thank you. Likel sad, if wecan at 21 resolution beforwarded to the Senate Regpportionment
22 lesst haveinput through the web Ste and through any other 22 Committee and the House Procedurd and Redigtricting
23 information that you make available, and | hope you will 23 Coundil providing an effective date and for other purposes.
24 receiveit and keep it posted S0 we know what's going on. 24 Thank you-dl very much.
25  Anddsif there are tdevised meetings, | do tunein and 25 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 30.
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1 MR. REICHERT: Good &fternoon, Chairman Webder, and 1 complying with the spirit of the law. Why dsewouldn't
2 distinguished pand. 1'd like to thank you for the 2 you have convened at atime when working men and women
3 opportunity to speak with you, and especidly I'd like to 3 could be here to participate? So much for sunshine.
4 thank those of you who travelled such a greset distance from 4 But lef'sreview some gatistics. Earlier today we
5 asfar away asyou have. 5 heard a statement that state growth is something in the
6 My nameis Mike Reichert, I'm aresident of The Bluffs 6 areaof 23.7 percent over the last ten years, based on
7 in Jupiter. | am served by Representative Negron in House 7 censusdata And population growth in PAm Beach County
8 Didrict 82, Senator Pruitt in Digtrict 27, Congressman 8 was 31 percent, aheed of that average. And Martin County,
9 Foley in House Didtrict 16. 9 just to the north of us, was around 25 percent.
10 I'd liketo ask you in this process to consider the 10 Now either Horidaisin the middle of anincredible
11  financid cost and wear and tear on the representatives of 11  baby boom or there are alot of people moving here from
12 oddly-shaped districts. I'm sure having traveled the 12 somewheredse Now basad on census data, a good number of
13 didrict last year from one end to the other, Senator 13  that population is coming from the northeest, the
14 Pruitt dso fedsthe same way and probably many of you 14  enlightened and, thankfully, liberd Democratic north. My
15  tha have odd-shgped didtricts probably have thisin your 15  point, gentlemen, istha over the next ten years your
16  heatsaswdl. But | would dso like you to consider not 16  datewill morethan likely see milar growth with people
17 only thewear and tear on the individuds but aso the 17 moving here from the same regions thet have fueled our
18  cost. 18  population, the aforementioned enlightened, libera
19 For instance, in the Congressond didtrict thet 19  Democratic north.
20  Congressman Foley has, he hasthree officestha heis 20 I respectfully submit then to this committee that you
21 mantaning. And | would haveto think that by diminating 21 congder the possihility that no matter how you draw the
22 theneed for extraofficesin digricts that would dlow 22 linesthe migration to this state will ultimately undermine
23 the gtate and the federa government to cut the dlocation 23 vyour efforts since you cannot predict with any certainty
24 of the budget that's used for maintaining those offices, 24 theeffect of such migration in terms of long-term voting
25 Also, | would just like to make the point while we 25  recordsand voting trends.
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1 have dl of you here that the schoolsarein direneed in 1 Maybe they will be Democratic, maybe they will be
2 the districts served by dl of the aforementioned 2 Republican. We don't know. What we do know isthet it is
3 representatives as well as throughout the rest of the 3 your job to make certain that voices are heard and voters
4 dtate, from what | have seen. 4 arefarly represented.
5 And conddering the school-age childrenin the 5 Now since this hearing is not taking questions, and
6 population when drawing the boundaries would show concern 6 thereforeit isnot atruly interactive didogue, I'd like
7 for their needs. Children don't vote or can't vote so 7 to ask dl those who are here today who are either
8 their parents, grandparents and representatives must have 8 registered as Democrats or Independents to please stand up
9 them in mind when they do vote. 9 behind me.
10 Thank you very much. 10 May | please ask thet you stand if you are either
11 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 3L 11 registered or a Democrat.
12 MR. AVES: It shows how thetimes are changing. Ten 12 All right, I'll take ashow of hands.
13 yearsago | would have been here with anotepad and now I'm 13 My point being thet right now you guys are sitting in
14  herewith anotebook compuiter. 14  probably one of the few bastions of Democratic strengthin
15 My nameis Mike Aves, I'm aPdm Beach County 15 thisdtate. Timeand time again the present GOP
16  reddent, and I'd like to thank you for taking thetimein 16  legidaorsignorethe voices of the tricounty area. Well
17 themiddie of aworkday to hear us. Itisashamethat 17 youaeinour backyard now, S0 you cant ignore us now.
18  unlike our legidators who planned this event that more 18  Thequedionisareyou going to act on what you hear.
19  working peopledid not have the luxury to take time off 19 Now this process needs to bein the interest of the
20  fromwork to be here today. 20 people and not the parties. | say thisnot only to the
21 Although | do find it fitting that this meeting is 21 charman and his colleagues but aso to Senator Klein and
22 taking placein thetheater. Obvioudy the Chairman and 22 hiscolleagues. You need to do what'sright. And you need
23 hisRepublican colleagues understand the importance of 23 tomakedecisonsthat are made and not merely perceived to
24 putting on agood show. Clearly thiscommitteeis 24 beintheinterest of dl the people.
25  complying with the letter of the law, but by no meansisit 25 Now Ms. McCarty may try to put a positive spin on the
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1 events here today by commending you for not having a 1 represent to meinvisblewals, let'stry and Sart
2 prepared agenda and proposals for redigtricting in advance. 2 tearing down thosewalls. And let's Sart trying to do
3 And shemay cdl it open, but let'slook a her language 3 thingsin amore spiritual manner to start bringing people
4 from her opening remarks. 4 together.
5 Isshe ill here by any chance? Well | think that 5 Because it doesn't matter, it doesn't matter. You
6 a0 gesksvolumes. 6 don't have to be an African American to know that thereis
7 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Twenty ssconds 7 aproblem in our communities. Y ou dont haveto bean
8 MR. AVES. Ms. McCarty referred to acoadd area 8 African American to know that there are young boyswho
9 Coadgtd means Republican. Working families can't afford to 9 excd on afootbal fidd and win staete championship after
10  liveintheldeof Pdm or Jupiter Idand. And cregting a 10  date championship but they can't passthe HSAT. You don't
11  coedtd digtrict will benefit your party, but will it truly 11  haveto be African American to know that.
12 benefit the people? Already based on your own comments and 12 Y ou don't have to be Jewish to know that thereis
13 beforethelines have been drawn it ssemsthet your agenda 13 something wrong with religious persecution. Y ou don't have
14 istograb more power, and with a60 percent mgority in 14 tobe Jewish to know that.
15  both houses how much more would she have? 15 Y ou don't have to be afemae to know that thereis
16 I will cut to the chase. Please, | beg your 16  something wrong when aman takes advantage and abuses a
17 indulgence 17  femde Youdont haveto be you dont haveto be
18 My chalenge to you, to dl of you, isto do the 18  anything except human. And that'stheracethat | am
19  peopl€sbusiness and not the sAf-serving interests of any 19  concerned about today, the human race.
20  onepaty. If youdo, you will be ableto proveto 20 Itistimefor al of usto devate our thinking, our
21 yoursHvesasheing, and | refer to my Republican 21  constiousness and most importantly to think about the 57
22 asociates here, as being the party of Lincoln, the party 22 percent of the population that was dluded to where | live.
23 for thecommon man. Youll be ableto show the people who 23 Children who cannot vote, but if they could, they would be
24 youredly stand for and they will remember you a the 24 heretdling you, | want to be able one day to grow up to
25 pdls 25  beanything that | want to be. That's the messagethet |
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1 On the other hand, if you do not and you draw these 1 bring to you now.
2 lines according to the salf-serving interests of your 2 Make sure as you cregte these didiricts - becauseiit
3 party, again, the people will remember you & the polls. 3 isgoing to be adogfight, let'sfacetheredity. Let's
4 Andwearegoing to sart with the Governor's mansion. 4 facetheredlity. Itisgoing to beadogfight. If west
5 Thank you. 5 here and stand here and think it is going to be an essy
6 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: No. 32. 6 ride, then you arein for arude awakening. Itisgoing to
7 MR. HARRIS: Good evening. 6:00 o'dock, good 7 be adogfight. Rather than let'sdl argue and fight over
8 evening. Areyou awake up there? 8 afew bones let'stry to make sure there is enough food
9 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Good evening. 9 there for everybody s0 a least wewill dl befat dogs
10 MR. HARRIS My nameis titleis Reverend Richard 10  whenitisdl over.
11 Harris. I'm a.country preacher from the aforementioned, 11 Ladies and gentlemen, the gpped, the chalenge, very
12 dluded to western community of Belle Glade. 12 difficult though it may be, isnot redly difficult at dl.
13 Ladies and gentlemen, first question, why are we here? 13  Itisnot aout whoisright, it isabout what isright.
14  Answer, whoredly cares? Let mesay todl of youitis 14 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: No. 33.
15  timeto put the public back in republic. Thisnationisa 15 MS. ABRAMS: Hi, | am Joann Abrams, I'm aresident of
16  republic, democrdtic republic. Itistimeto put the 16  thewestern community which is comprised of The Acresge,
17 public back in republic. 17 unincorporated PAm Beach County, aso where we are lumped
18 Asyou st here and we sand before you and we ask you 18  inwith Welington, which has some common interests with
19  tobefair, nonpartisan, let's deal with redity. If I'm 19 us, and we dso are lumped in with Royal PAm Beech. We
20  dttinginyour position, whether I'm a Democrat, 20 have no problem with that.
21 Republican or Independent, I'm going to protect my 21 However, the problem we do have isthat there are
22 postion. That'stheredlity. Let'sded with that. 22  certainissuesthat are very particular to our areg, the
23 So rather than sit here today and talk about what's 23 issueof growth and development. We have alot of
24 best for this party, that party, this segment or that 24 ayriculturd properties out there, we are semirurd. There
25  ssgment, and be o concerned about drawing lines, which 25  aevmeaesstha arerurd. Wedso havealarge
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1 equestrian population in The Acreage and in Wellington. 1 think that that's part of what you people have to get.
2 And bascdly dthough Hank Harper is doing aterific 2 And the Reverend wasright. Everybody knowsit is
3 job for us, ten years ago we did not have the population 3 going to be adogfight up there to cover themsdves.
4 out there. Our population has increased approximately 30 4 Nobody wants to lose their job and nobody wants to put
5 t0 40 percent. Combined with Wellington and Royd Pdm 5 themselvesout. But if the voters see that, everybody is
6 Beach and The Acreage we now have about 70- to 100,000 6 goingto go. | thank you.
7 people. 7 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 35.
8 We are ds0 being pushed, The Acreegein particuler is 8 MR. MURPHY: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and
9 being pushed by people who run our improvement digtrict. 9 committee members. My nameis Martin Murphy, | live a
10  They were not eected by the people, by one man, one vote, 10 1071 Grand Bahamaon RiveraBeach, Horida. I'm heretoday
11  they weredected by thelarge landowners. They aretrying 11  representing mysdf and the Marine Industry Associaion of
12 topushusinto incorporation without a referendum. Some 12 Horida and the Marine Industry Association of PAm Beach
13 of usredly don't gppreciateit. 13 County.
14 And wewould redly like our own House Rep out there. 14 The Marine Industry Association of Pdm Beach County
15  Our digrict, Wdlington, Royd Pdm and The Acreage has 15  isoneof the 12 sister associations of the state
16  four Houe Repsand | bdievetwo Senators And wedso 16  associdion. InHorida, our annual state association 2000
17  haveavery diverse population. Itisracialy mixed. We 17 report represents that our association has 2000
18  dsohaveavery large senior population, whose nesds are 18  mainerdaed businesses with an employment impact of over
19  pretty muchignored. They have no transportation 19 180,000 jobs, and anindustry equd to $14.2 hillion of
20  whatsoever out there. | work alot with seniorsasan 20  economicimpact for our great state.
21 atorney, do alot of elder law. 21 Just apoint of interest, that's over twice of what
22 And basicdly | just want to point out to you guys and 22  thedtrusindudry is | redly don't know why we say
23 ladiesto please consider aHouse seet thet includes people 23 that, but it gets more attention when we do say it.
24 inthewestern part of PAm Beach County that will consider 24 Wefind it desirable to continue as a coadtd
25  our spedific and unigqueissues. Thank you. 25  Congressiond didrict. Exiding Didrict 22 is
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1 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 34. 1 characterigtic of the true coadtline didtrict, serving
2 MR. SACHS Amadld Sachs I'm dso aresdent of the 2 southeast Florida, coadtlines from the middle of Dade-Miami
3 western communities. 1I'm not going to stand here and 3 County, Miami Beach to PAm Beach County, Juno Beach. It
4 repeat what everybody hes said, but we do have aproblem 4 aso indludes two of our mgjor degp water portsand
5 out there. Hank Harper has been grest, but we do need 5 60 miles of the most important thing to the marine
6 someone to represent the western communities, and not split 6 industry, the Intracoastd Waterway.
7 between the east and the west. The western communities 7 It encompasses -- dl of this encompasses portionsin
8 have problems of their own, which are much different than 8 Miami, Dade County, Broward County, Pdm Beech County,
9 on the eastern Sde. 9 truly caled southeest Floridals Gold Coadt.
10 We arefirgt going through what maybe the eedt, west 10 We suggest your redistricting District 22 asthe area
11  wentthrough 10, 15 yearsago. The growth is hgppening, 11  esst of thelntracoastd to the Atlantic coastline from
12 there are people who are pushing for incorporation, we need 12 thisarea, Miami Beachto Juno. If additiond aressare
13  onepersonto cover thisgeogrgphica area. And | think 13 required tofill the census numbers, the multicity area
14  youguyshavetolook at this. 14  dongthecoadlineisanided placeto crossthe western
15 I think one of the things that one man said before 15  Intracoastad Waterway asthe maps have donein the past.
16  was when you redidrict, redigtrict by geographicd area 16  Thisisacohesvered etaeareaand by usng the
17 Andwe have heard the Democrats want to keep their seats, 17  Intracoastd Waterway as aguiddine, governmentd entities
18  theRepublicanswant to keep their seats, every specid 18  which traverse egterly will be represented by
19  interest has been hereto say, We want to keep, you know, 19  multi-congressiond membersto represent them.
20  wewant to keep our dected officid becausethey are 20 I thank you for your time, patience mostly, from the
21  teking careof us. 21 marineindustry.
22 Wél, you know, one person did say one thing, which 22 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 36 iswithdrann.
23 s the person who is eected who takes care of his 23 No. 37
24 condituency will be dected again. Whether it is 24 MS. LePORE: Good evening. My nameis TheresalePore,
25  Republican or Democrat, they will be dected again. And | 25  I'mthe supervisor of dectionsfor PAm Beech County. And
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1 welcome to Palm Beach County. 1'm also president-elect of 1 precincts. This meanswe have to find homes or polling
2 the Florida State Association of Supervisors of Elections 2 locations for those precincts, which is not an essy job.
3 50 I'm coming to you from atotdly different angle than 3 We need to find poll workers for those precincts.
4 the rest of the speakerstoday. 4 We need to get the information out to the voters, what
5 Pam Beach County, asI'm sure you-dl know, isthe 5 precincts they are in and where they are supposad to go.
6 largest governmentd entity this Sde of the Missssippi 6 All thistakestime to get that information out.
7 River. Itisvery large. We have 37 municipditiesin our 7 So | would implore dl of you to make every effort you
8 county. The mgority of our municipdities have more than 8 can -- and | know it isvery difficult, | just have PAm
9 one representative, whether it is Congressiond, State 9 Beach County to cut up, you have got the whole date to
10 House, State Senate; meaning, they either have more than 10  do-- but to do the best you can to get it done as soon as
11  oneCongressond representative, more than one State 11  possble, to get ustheinformation so that we can get it
12 Senate, more than one State House. 12 out to our voters and to our candidates.
13 Wedso havealot of areasthat -- areas of community 13 Just a couple examples of the many examples of aress
14  interest that are actudly cut up by redidricting. This 14 of community interest that are cut up. | have avery small
15  will bemy fourth redistricting, regpportionment. | 15  traler park --
16  dartedinthedectionsofficein 1971 when | was six 16 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Twenty ssconds
17  yearsold (Laughter) so| haveseenalot. And every ten 17 MS. LePORE: -- that'sjust north of us. The dtreets,
18  yeasit gasworse and worse asfar asthe arguing, the 18  theHousedidrict line runsin between the sreets. On
19 fighting, the cutting up of the digtricts, and the delay in 19  oneddeof the street they arein one State House
20  getting theinformation back to those of usthat need to 20  didrict, acrossthe street they arein another. And this
21 makeitwork, if youwill. 21 traler park has about S0 trailersinit. We have didtrict
22 Making it works means getting the information reedy 22 linesthat run through condominiums. So just whatever you
23 for the candidates and the voters of the county. With dll 23 canto keep the communities of interest, municipditiesal
24 your extenson timelines and lawsvit time linesand 24 together. Thank you.
25  federd guiddinesand everything, if we wait until the 25 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 38.
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1 very end, which putsit doseto July, mid July, you have 1 MS. JOSEPH: Good evening. My nameis Joan Joseph,
2 got qualifying right behind that. 2 I'm aresident of Jupiter, FHorida, and an active member of
3 Not only isit difficult for the eections 3 the Democratic Party of PAm Beach County. And thank you
4 supervisors, and believe me we are not afraid to work, and 4 for alowing meto gpesk to you tonight.
5 we are not afraid to spend thetime that it needs to put 5 My message is short, and perhaps more philosophicd
6 into redigtricting our jurisdictions, but the time we need 6 than most. | hopethat asyou travel through this
7 to make it work, epecidly in large counties, re-precinct 7 difficult journey thet you have chosen cdled
8 everything, get the information out to the candidates, the 8 redidricting, that you will never forget and never lose
9 candidates that have to campaign, they don't know where 9 sght of the true meaning of the essence of fairmess. |
10  they are campaigning, they don't know what votersarein 10  hopetha smply put fairness means to you recognizing and
11  ther digrict until the very last minute, 11  representing the needs of dl peoplein the didtricts that
12 And dso for the voters, to get the information to the 12 youdraw equdly and equitably. | hope that fairness means
13  voters. Votersduring the regpportionment process are very 13 toyouthat in drawing these didtrict lines you share -
14  confused. Wein Pdm Beach County, and | know in alot of 14  youdraw them so that people will share the same issues and
15  other counties around the state, mail new voter 15  concerns, and that the representatives of these didtricts
16  regidration cards out to the voters, in addition to alot 16 will betruly ableto contact you and find you accessble.
17 of other materias that we send out that most of thetime 17 And findly, | hope that fairnessin making these
18  get throwninwith thejunk mail. They show up at the 18  didrictsmeansto you drawing them more compect so that
19  wrong precinct to vote and, you know, the rest is history 19  they will be more managesbleto dl of us. Thank you.
20 asthey say. 20 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: No. 39.
21 Also, in doing the other things, behind-the-scenes 21 MR. MANNING:. Good evening. My nameis John Manning.
22 things, that it takesto put on an eection. | mentioned 22 I'malittle bit different than most of the other people
23 drawing new precinct lines. We currently have 530 23 heretoday. | am the executive editor of the Town Crier
24 precinctsin the county. After regpportionment and judging 24 newspaper which serves Wdlington, Roya Pam Beach,
25  from higtory, we arelooking to probably have about 700 25  Loxahatchee, and The Acreage. | have areporter here
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1 that's actudly covering this. They usudly chain meto my 1 Also, wefed it isimperdive that Wdlington be placed in
2 desk on Wednesday and don't let me out, however, | escaped 2 amorelocd Senate didtrict as opposed to being lumped
3 and so | am heretoday. Thank you for taking sometimeto 3 into adigtrict based in southern Broward County.  Although
4 hear my comments. 4 | have met Senator Geller, heisavery nice person, heis
5 As anewspaper editor, | know more than most of the 5 not in the Welington area on aregular basis more than
6 wide-reaching effects of the decisonsthat will be made 6 once or twice ayedr.
7 between now and the end of the specid legiddtive sesson 7 Asfar asthe U.S. Congressis concerned | just need
8 on redigtricting next winter. My point here today isto 8 to point out that | have never seen Representative Hastings
9 comment both as acitizen and asaleader in PAm Beach 9 in Welington or Royd Palm Beach, even though he does have
10 County's western communities of Wélington, Roya Pam 10  thousandsof condituentsinthearea | do not meanto
11  Beach, Loxahatchee and The Acreage. 11  atack Representative Hestings. He has ahuge district
12 | have attached here, and | handed thisal in to the 12 which isdl over southern Florida. Perhapsamore
13 wondeful lady up from when | sgned in so you-dl have 13 centrdly located digtrict would be better.
14  this asgriesof editoridsthat we have writtenin the 14 | understand that not dl of thiswill be possible,
15  newspaper about this process starting in July of 2000, over 15  butl thank you for any atempts that can be made, and
16  ayear ago, "Keegp a Sharp Eye on the Redidricting 16  thank you very much for hearing my talk.
17 Process” followed to July of thisyear when this hearing 17 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 40.
18  wasannounced, "Redigtricting Plan Takes Shape,” and then 18 MS. EMIHOVICH: Good evening, my nameis Miriam
19 last week, "Make Plansto Attend the Redigtricting 19 Emihovich, and | live obvioudy in PAm Beach County. | am
20  Heaing" 20  dsosomeonewho workswith the homedess and the indigent
21 Thistalks about the importance of the redistricting 21  and have advocated for them in this county.
22 processto shgpe the communities that we represent. | 22 And | would like to join with others who have spoken
23 bdievequite clearly that they reflect our opinion 23 beforemein urging you support and adopt the issues
24 regarding the need for didrict linesto be drawn with more 24 outlined in the statement on fairness presented to you in
25  condderation to the fastest-growing communitiesin PAm 25  Tdlahassee at thefirst public hearing. Reather than
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1 Beech County and in South Forida 1 repesting that which has dready been sad, | would like to
2 Currently | understand there are many communities 2 focus on the importance of holding at least afew regiond
3 acrossthis state that share Smilar concerns. But ten 3 hearings to report back to us after you have adopted
4  yearsago| beieve agreat disservice was doneto the 4 criteriafor drawing ditricts and after you have actualy
5 western communities when what was a much smdler area back 5 developed some maps.
6 then was broken up into four different State House 6 We redize thet the Legidature will be meeting in
7 digricts, none of which are based in the western 7 Tdlahassee in January, and the public will have an
8 communities 8 opportunity, asit dways does, to participate in committee
9 Now | have of course met and spoken with each of the 9 hearings. However, asyou know, it is very difficult and
10  dgtting Representatives and they are dl fine people. | 10  very expensve, epecidly for thosethat | represent, and
11  noticethat Representative Gannon is here today and 11  for many peopleto travel to Talahasseein order to
12 Representative Machek. Mr. Machek in particular has been 12 participate in this process.
13 quiteactivein Welington issues snce he was dected last 13 Thisis such animportant processthat it isimportant
14  vyear, and | thank you for that. 14  for asmany people as possible to have an opportunity to
15 However, wefed that asngle seat centered in the 15  respond to what you do with the information you are
16 western communitieswill be of more benefit than having 16  currently inthe process of gathering.
17 four Representatives each with asmdl fraction of the 17 As has dway's been pointed out - as has areedy been
18  aea Itishighly unlikey that anybody who livesin the 18  pointed out, it isthe people who live in communities that
19  western communities would be dected to the State House, 19  will bethe best informed on what their community is
20 Weaeof coursevery, very fortunate that Senator Rossin 20  interested in and how it will be affected by linesthat
21  cdlsan aeavery near the western communities his home 21 havebeendrann.
22 andwe seehimvery, very often. 22 Thank you for your time, and this opportunity to speak
23 When it comes to the State Senate, we fully support 23 toyou, and good luck.
24 the Pdm Beach County legidative delegation's cal for 24 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. No. 41.
25  more Senate didricts based indde PAm Beach County. 25 MS. LARAMORE: Good afternoon. My nameis Cynthia
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1 Campbel| Laramore, | am a project coordinator for Active 1 community --
2 Citizens Together Improving Our Neighborhoods, the acronym 2 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Twenty ssconds
3 iISACTION. We are basad in Bdle Glade and we save the 3 MS. LARAMORE: --weaeafedad community, wearea
4 communities of Belle Glade, Pahokee, and South Bay as 4 community controlled by comprehensive Everglades
5 community advocates and provide community education 5 restoration, the Cuban embargo, the sugar price supports,
6 opportunities to the residents regarding various issues; 6 and immigration lavs. So we are afederd community. And
7 one principdly isthe uplands restoration aswell as 7 to have our voice logt again because some communities find
8 sudent achievement are our focus aress. 8 out what thet experienceisisnot acceptable. Itisnot a
9 | dmogt fed like saying welcometo the club to the 9 pleathat | am making, it isacaution that | am presenting
10  western communities of PAm Beach County. It was not until 10  tothiscommittee asyou St down and redraw your lines.
11  thelast draw of the redigtricting that the communities, 11 Thanks.
12 western PAm Beach County, I'm kind of understanding what 12 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. Tha'sdl the
13 the difference is now, were ever able to have black 13 gopearance cardswe have. And it has been our cusom, we
14  representation. For my entirelife and the lives of my 14 would like Senators or Representatives who would like to
15  parents, except for apecid didrict that was carved out 15  mekeremarks wewill gart firgt with those members of the
16  inthecounty commission asalow-income minority community 16  ddegdioninthisregion and if you will just let me know
17 wenever had anyoneto carry our voice forward in any level 17 if youwant to pesk | will be glad to recognize you.
18  of government. 18  Senaor Klen.
19 Sowelcometo thedub. Itisafrustrating dub, but 19 SENATOR KLEIN: Thank you, thank you, Mr. Charman.
20  itisaclubthat we ascommunitiesthat are on the shores 20  Onbehdf of the PAm Beach County legidative delegation,
21 of Lake Okeechobeerefusetojoin again. We are not 21 and| think you heard there are anumber of us heretoday,
22 willing to be acommunity where our representation, our 22 | would liketo thank dl the participants, those of you
23 concernsand our voices are muffled because people now have 23 who gayed and those who have dreedy left and presented
24 that experience. 24 your opinions.
25 When | look at these maps, and I'm not sureif | am 25 Those of uswho livein this community understand the
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1 happy or glad that you don't have grgphic presentations, 1 tremendous growth, the fact that we are the third largest
2 things here for usto see, because I'd like for you to go 2 county in the state, the fact that dthough we have ten
3 back when you review the transcript or if you listen to the 3 delegation members, ten House members, Sx Senate members,
4  tapeto understand what was defined to you asthe western 4 that we are an extremdy diverse community with tremendous
5 communities. It defined the only three municipdities as 5 growth, atremendous number of varying issues, very diverse
6 Lake Okeechobee, and the devel opments as the communities of 6 populations. And that thereis avery broad-based god to
7 Pahokee, South Bay and Belle Glade are dl incorporated 7 make sure that we have as many peoplein the Legidature
8 within PAm Beach County and are apart of the 37 8 thet live and work and understand the issues from PAm
9 municipditiesthat Ms. LePore just mentioned. 9 Beach County's perspective up in Talahasseeand up in
10 But when | understand that people who chooseto be 10  Washington.
11  outddeof acity sructure or governance then want to 11 And that's not to say that we have some tremendous
12 usurpthat postion by cdassfying themsalves asif they 12 collesguessitting up here, my colleaguesto the left and
13 werelegitimate municipdities, because they werent 13  right of me herethat have done a greet job who may not
14  presented in the way that would say, We decided that we 14 livein PAm Beach County but represent parts of PAdm Beach
15  dontwantto beapart of this, Ibis, Loxahatchee, 15  County, butitisagod | believe for this community, and
16  Loxahachee Groves. And those are people who have decided 16 | heardit over and over again today, to make sure that we
17 that they don't want any intermediary government. 17 haveasmany people from a performance point of view and
18 We are participating in our locd government, we 18  whendected that their didtricts are mgjority based in
19  paticipatein our state and our federal. When you pull 19  Pdm Beach County so that we have broad representation.
20  voting gatitics, especidly around our municipa dection 20 I think also another thing that | heard today and, you
21 times, even though it islow, the resdents of our 21 know, | certainly will be advocating for this, isthe
22 communities participate very well in their municipa 22  interest of having additiond hearings certainly in this
23 dections Sowhen we cometo other levels -- and we can 23 areaand throughout the state after the presentations of
24  get sometype of locd voice, but when it comesto our 24 someinitid proposds are brought forward so that those of
25  problemsbeing, and our concerns, outside of our 25  youwho can't travel to Talahassee, which is not exactly
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1 convenient from here, | know those of usthet have to 1 committees will do that.
2 trave back and forth it is not — it is expendve and it 2 And asalegidator herein PAm Beach County if there
3 is time-consuming, but thet we wart to do everything we can 3 are questions anyone wants to ask me, I'll do everything
4 to bring this back to you 0 you can fed you have an 4 that | can when in home or in Tallahassee to come up with
5 opportunity to participete dl the way through the end of 5 some sort of answer, particularly asthis process goes
6 the process, dther in person or through any other way. 6 forward. Itisalearning processfor alot of usdso.
7 And that wewart to cartanly encourage that. 7 It is not something we can open up this book and just read
8 But, again, we ae vary grateful that you took time 8 it out and make everything work. It al hasto betaken
9 outof your busy daystoday to be here with us to extend 9  back and put together and sorted through. So aswe leamn
10 your opinionsto us. And we will cartainly do everything 10  theprocess I'm surethat mysdf and my other colleagues
1n we can to meke sre thet your opinions are part of this 11  will certainly passthat back to our condtituents.
12 process But stay with it, it is amulti-month process 12 But, again, | want to thank you for coming.
13 thet's going to go well into next year. And we are vary 13 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Representative Gannon.
14 interested in continuing to hear from you. 14 REPRESENTATIVE GANNON: Thank you, Mr. Charman.
15 Thenk you, Mr. Chairman. 15 Fird, | want to thank the committee chair and the
16 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Okay. Represantaive Harper. 16 leedership in the House because Senator Klein and | did
17 REPRESENTATIVE HARPER: Thank you, Mr. Chair. | would 17 work very hard to get an additiond hearing in south PAm
18 a9 like to concur with the comments that Senator Klein 18  Beach County dueto the dder issues that our communities
19 hes made and thank al of you for meking thisapriority in 19 faceand I-95, whichisbadscdly ademalition derby a
20  your ssheduleto be here with usthis evening. 20 thistime-- but hopefully Representative Sosberg will
21 Mr. Chair, in the spirit of your direction to our 21  saveusfromthat. Well, heisworking very hard on that.
2 condtituents thet are here today to propose any questions 22 | want to thank you.
23 tha they may have about the processto their individud 23 But | dso believe that with dl of the people sitting
24 Represantatives or Sendtors do we have some type of 24 dthistable and our brainpower that we can figure out a
s) aiteiathat we can follow as Represantatives and Senetors 25 way to dlow our congtituents additiond input after the
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1 within our spedific ditricts to respond to these 1 maps are drawn so that we can actualy take that input back
2 condtituents thet have dreedy begun asking us questions, 2 to Talahassee. And whether it is by delegation and the
3 even during the intermission period today <o thet we can 3 leadership participating or how wedo it, | bieve thet
4 follow up with them with some aoaurate information and 4 thereisaway that we can do that.
5 condse informgtion. 5 And, please, because my didtrict is about 15 percent
6 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Are you asking me aquesion? 6 minority, and Haitian-Americans there are about 6 or
7 REPRESENTATIVE HARPER: Yes dr. 7 7 percent, not everyone has acomputer. And please don't
8 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER  Yau aeamarba of the 8 everyone think that, and they are not always accessible to
9 Legidature, I'm amember of the Legidature | have one 9 peoplein my didrict. And for usto easily say, Oh, they
10  voe youhaveonevate You havedl of the ability thet 10  cangetit onthe Internet, frankly many of my congituents
1 I have | have bean gppointed as Chairmen but thet doesnt 11 paticularly in the Haitian community, thereis alanguage
12 meke my vote count ay more then anybody dsgs And 0 12  barier, asI'm surethereisin many areasin Dade County.
13 you should use evearything within your means as amember to 13 And | think it is critica that we have, we dlow our
14 answer your condituents 14  condituentsas muchinput into this process. And dso
15 Yes Represntative Machek. 15  &fter the maps are drawn to comment on the effects that
16 REPRESENTATIVE MACHEK: Thark you, Mr. Chair. | dso 16  thesemapsare going to have on their communities of
17 want to thank everybody for coming today. | think Pam 17 interest and their condominiums and dl of those issues.
18 Beech County has spoken well today and we do have one more 18  And| would suggest thet collectively we can figure out a
19 hearing tomarrow in south Plm Beech Courty. 19  way to dothat so that everyone can have an opportunity to
20 It is a unicue county, it has a tremendous popultion, 20  comment onthe maps. Thank you.
2 and it has tremendoudy grown in the lagt ten yearsto 21 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Senaor Sanderson.
2 something that we probably didntt figure would ever heappen 22 SENATOR SANDERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 1, too,
4] butit hes And it is gaing to be very difficut for the 23 would liketo thank you and the committee, and welcome to
24 redistricting committees to divide this county up to take 24 thearea, and to the people who are out in the audience and
%5 care of everybody'swishes, but I'm sure thet these 25  thosethat have aready |eft.

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9%675

25 (Pages 94 t0 97)




Page 98

Page 100

1 | am one of those legidators who residesin another 1 we can do alittle bit better about that in the future.,

2 county, | happento livein Fort Lauderdale, and | have 2 I am concerned with the citizens questions aswell.

3 very much enjoyed representing the people thet livein PAm 3 I think that many people here have voiced their concerns
4 Beach County. They have been very good to me, | have 4 and | don't have the answers. And, yes, sir, Mr. Chairman,
5 represented the area of Boca Raton for eight years, since 5 you are one member; however, you are the chairman, and you
6 1992. | am a20-year legidator. 6 establish the guiddines, and we don't have any.

7 And | think that there are many areasthat have 7 And thisisthe first timein higtory that we have

8 commondlity, and | think sometimesit isin the eye of the 8 technology as citizensto fully participate in this program
9 beholder when we start to look at what the criteriaare for 9 of redigricting. We have programs on computers, but we
10  aressof interest. 10  cant movewith those programs because we absolutdly don't
11 And asamember of this committee these are the types 11  know what the guiddines are or what the deviations are or
12 of isuestha | kegpin mind and will kegpin mind aswe 12 what therulesare going to bein the future.

13 goforward in our ddiberaions. We don't have any maps 13 And you, Mr. Chairman, stated directly that the

14  today to show you, they don't have any for usto look at 14  guiddineswould only be esteblished after these public

15  dther. Sothisisaprocessthat we are going to go 15  hearingshad concluded. That provides, | think, the

16  throughtogether. And | think we can do thiswith cam 16  condituents| am equaly asaHouse member eected to

17 heads 17  servealot of heartburn. And | hopethet thereis

18 We have alot of collective brainpower here et this 18  reconsderation for that in the future.

19 tableand onthiscommittee and with afine staff. And | 19 | hope that you consider the traditional communities
20  think that we are going to come up with some maps that will 20  of interest aswell asthetraditiona voting patterns
21  plessemogt of the people. We know that in dl things you 21 becausethat isaportion of the law, and the incumbents
22 aenever going to pleese dl the people dl thetime, but 22 who have worked very hard, asyou heard by some of our
23 | think itisimportant that your input be there. We 23 condituents, to understand their congtituents concerns
24 gppreciate you coming to the hearing this afternoon and 24 andto protect those incumbencies that have worked so hard
25  hopeto see some of you again tomorrow afternoon. 25  for their citizens.
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1 But thisis how we leam. And we hear from you whet 1 | gpprediate the opportunity to addressthis

2 is mog important to you and thet's what we have to teke 2 committee  Thank you very much.

3 into our ddiberations  So we thenk you very much for your 3 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER:  Are there ather members thet would
4 time 4 like to address the ditizens?

5 Thark you, Mr. Charmen. 5 (No response)

6 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Thank you. Arethere ather mambars 6 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Okay, the medting is adjouned.

7 of the ddegetion? 'Y ou can come up hereif you want to or 7 (Hearing adjourned & 6:40 p.m.)

8 you can be recognized there. Y ou are recognized. 8

9 REPRESENTATIVE BUCHER: Thark you, Mr. Charmen. | 9

10 goprediate the opportunity to address the committee and the 10

1 other memberswho are sitting up here. | sat out hereasa 1
12 member of the public today, and | do nat bdieve that our 12
13 condituents and the citizens of Pam Beach County have 13
14 proper representation in this process 14
15 | have concem because | found thet there wes 15
16 Ubdantid lack of natice for these medings thet we are 16
17 having in Pdm Beach Courty. | recall sssing anaticein 17
18 the PAm Beach Pogt in English only once And when | drove 18
19 up to this fadility today, the gate entrance to come into 19
2 thisfadlity was locked, and there were no Sgns outside 2
21 poded. 21
2 And pehgps you come from different arees of the 2
23 date, but my condtituentsthet | sve here are 23
24 Ubdantidly dders and thereis a diverse group of 24
25 minorities and | was alittle bit disgppointed. So | hope )
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